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T HE 


PREFACE. 


T muſt be more than an ordinary . provocation. that can tempt a 
Man to Wrue in.an Age over-run with Scriblers, as Egypt was 
with Flyes and. Locuſts : That worſe Vermin. of ſmall Authors 

: bath given the World ſuch a Surfeit, that inſtead of. deſaring to 


© IWrite, a Man would be, more inclin'd to wiſh, for his own eaſe, that he 


could not Read; but there are ſome things which de (o raiſe our Paſſions, 
that our Reaſon.can.make. no R:/itance; and when, Madmen, inthe 
two Extreams, ſhall agree to, make commen Senſe Treaſon, and. joyy to 
fix an ill Charadter upon the.only Men in. the Nation who. deſerve a gyod, 
one ; 1 am na longer Maſter of my-better. Reſolution to let.the World. 
alone, and muſt break looſe from my- mere reaſonable. Thoughts,” to ex 


- Poſe theſe falſe Cojners, who.weuld make ther Copper Wares paſs. upon. 


#4, for good Paynmunts = | 
Among # all the. Engines. of. Diſſention,, there bath, been. noue. more 


: powerful, m all Times,.than.the fixing Namex-upon-one ayether.of Cant ws 


. ment, yet they can pronounce a wor 


mely. and,; Reproach, and the, reaſon is plains. in reſpi&t of, the.Prophe,, 


who are generally, uncapeble of. making. a Syllogim. or formuug, an Argy:-- 


3 and that ſerves their turn to 


- throw it with their due malice at the Head of thoſe they do not like ; 


ſuch things ever begin in Feſt, and end in Blood, and the ſame word 


that maketh the Company merry, grows in time to a Military Signal to 


cut one anthers Throats. _ 

Theſe Miſtakes are to be lamented, tho' not eaſily cured, lying ſuit- 
able enough to the corrupted Nature of Mankind ; but 'tis bard that Men 
will not only invent ill Names, but they will wreſs and miſmterpret 


- good ones, ſo afraid ſome are even of a reconciling ſound, that they raiſe 
-. aqgthey noe to keep it from being heard, leſt it ſhould ſet up and en- 


courage d dangerous ſort of Men, who prefer Peace and Agreement , 
before Violence and Confuſion. 

Were it nat for thu, why, after we have play'd the Fool with throw- 
ing Whig and Tory at one another, as Boys do Snow-Balls, do we grow 
angry at a new Name, which by its true ſignification might do as much 


70 put us into our Wits, as the other hath done to put ws out of them? 
A 2 This 


- 


The PREFACE. 


This innocent word Trimmer ſignifies no more than this, That if 
Men are together in a Boat, and one part of the Company would weigh 
it down on one ſide, another would make it lean as much to the contrary, 
it happens there is a third Opinion of thoſe who conceive it would do as 
well, if the Boat went even, without endangering the Paſſengers ; now 
"tis hard to imagine by what Figure in Language, or by what Rule in 
Senſe this —_ to be a fault, and it is much more a wonder it ſhould 
become a Hereſie. 

But ſo it happens, that the poor Trimmer hath all the Powder ſpent 
upon him alone, while the Whig is forgotten, or at leaſt a negleted 
7 wok 3 there is no danger now to the State ( if ſome Men be beliew/d ) 
but from the Beaſt cailed a Frimmer : Take heed: of him, he is the 
Inſtrument that muſt deſtroy the Church and State ; a ftrange kind of 
Monſter, whoſe deformity is ſo expos'd, that, were it a true Pifture that 
is made of him, it would be enough to fright Childrew, and make Wo- 
men miſcarry at the ſight of it. 

But it may be worth the examining, whether he is ſuch a Beaſt as 
be is Painted. I annot of that Opinion, and am (o far from thinking 
bim an Infidel either in Church or State , - that I am neither afraid to 
expoſe the Articles of his Faith, in Relation to Government, nor to ſay 
I prefer them before any other Political Creed, that either our angry Dons, 
or our refined States-men would impoſe upon us. 

I have therefore in the following Diſcourſe endeavoured to explain 
the Trimmer's Principles and Opinions, and then leave it to all Diſcern- 
ing and Impartial Fudges, whether he can with Fuftice be ſo Arraign'd, 
and whether thoſe who deliberately pervert a good Name, do not wyery 
tuſtly deſerve the worſt that can be put upon themſelves. 
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Trimmers Opinion 


LAWS and GOVERNMENT. 


U R' Trimmer hath a great Veneration for Laws in general, as he 

hath more particularly for his own, he looketh upon them. as rhe 
Chains that tye up our unruly Paſſions, which elle, like Wild. Beaſts 
ler looſe, would reduce the World into its firſt ſtate of Barbariſm 
and Hoſtility ; all the good things we enjoy, we owe to them ; and all the © 
ul chings we are freed from by their Protection. 

God himſelf rhoughr ir not enough to be a Creator, without being a Law- 
giver, and his goodneſs had bcen defective rowards Mankind in making 
them, if he had not preſcrib'd Rules ro make them happy. 

All Laws flow from that of Nature, and where that is not the Founda- 
tion, they may be legally. impos'd, bur they will be lamely obey'd : By this 
Narure is not meant that'which Fools and Madmen-would mitinterpret to » 
juſtifie their Exceſles; it 1s innocent and uncorrupred Nature, that which +» 
diſpoſeth Men to chuſe Virtue, without its being preſcrib'd, and whictris 
ſo far from inſpiring ill. thoughts into us, that we take pains to ſuppreſs the 
good ones it infuſerh, 

The Civil World has ever paid a willing ſubjection-ro Laws : even Con- 
querours have done Homage to them ; as the Romans who took Patterns of 
gaod Laws, even from thole they had ſubdued ; and at the ſame time they 
Triumph'd over an enſlavy'd. People, the ſame Laws of thar Place did nor 
only-remain. ſafe, bur became Victorious ; their new Maſters, inftead of 
ſuppreſſing them, paid them- more reſpect than they had from thole who - 
firlt made them : And by this wife Method they arriv'd ro ſuch an admi- 
rable Conſtitutioa of Laws, that to this-day- they Reign by them ; "the 
Excellency. of them Triumpherh ſtill, aud rhe World payeth - now an ac- 
knowledgment of their Obedience to that Mighty. Empire; though ſo ma- 
ny Ages after-it is difſalved ; and by-a berter inſtance, the Kings of. France, 
who, in practice uſe their Laws prerty- familiarly, yer "think their Picture 
is drawn with moſt advantage upon their. Seals, when they are plac'd up- 
on the Seat of Juſtice ; and. though the Hieroglyphick is not there of 
much uſe to.the People as they would wiſh, yer it ſhews that no Prince is fo 
Grear, as-to think fir, for his owa Credit at leaſt, ro give an outward; when 
he. refuſeth a real Worſhip ro the Laws, They 
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They are ro Mankind that which the Sun is to the Plants, while it cheriſh- 
eth and preſerveth them. So where they have their forceand are nor clouded, 
every thing ſ{mileth and flouriſheth ; bur where they are darkned, and are 
not 1uffered to ſhine our, it makerh every thing to wither and decay. 

They ſerve Men not only againſt one another, but againſt themſelves 
roo ; they are a Sanctuary ro which the Crown has occaſion to reſort as 
| _ as the Teople $6 the hath an, Inrerec} as well ,ag a, Duty. rg” pre- 

=o The would be no end of making a Panegyrick of Laws; let ir be 

enough to add, that without Laws the World would become a Wilderneſs, 
and Men little leſs than Beaſts ; bur with all this, the beſt things may come 
to be the worſt, if they are not in good hands; and if it be true, that the 
wileſt-Men generally make the Laws, it is true, that the ſtrongeſt do often 
- mi{-inrerprer them : And as Rivers belong'as much ro the Channel where 
they run, as to the Spring from whence they firſt riſe 3 fo the Laws depend 
as much-upon the Pipes, rhrough which thicy are to pals, as upon the Foun- 
rain from whence they flow. | | 
The Authority of a King who is Head of the Law, as well as the Nignity 
of Publick Juſtice, is debated, when the clear Stream of the Law is ddled 
and diſturb'd by Bunglers,;- or .convey'd' by 'uticleati” Inltraments ro the 
People. wox7 ' "Fo Arras. war 
r Trimmer would have them appear in their fult luſtre, and wquld be 
grieved to ſee the day, when, inſtead of ſpeaking with Authoriry from the 
Sears of Juſtice, they ſhould' ſpeak our of a Grate, with a lamenting voice, 
like Priſoners that defire'ro be reſcu'd. EDEN 008 "HE 
He wilheth that the Bench may tiave a Natural-as well as a Legal Supe- 
riority. to the Bar. He thinkerh Mens abilities 'tiwch miſplacd, 'when the E 
Reaſons of thoſe thar Plead is viſibly too ſtrong for thoſe who Judge and give. 
'Sentence. Wo i gn t Hier; TREE ,.* Pp en i 0246 
When thoſe from the Bar ſeem ro dictate to their Superiors upon the 


At uncomeſted Superiority in any Calling, will have the betrer of ay PX 
dittin&t Name thar Authority' can put upon! it. And therefore if ever ſuch! 


A Judge hath fach a Power lodg'd in him, that 'the King will never be. 


If rhe King had fole Power of chufing Phyſicians, Men would _ 
dge.” 
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that ſuch Men bought What they were not able to. deſerve, or which is as 
bad, rhar Obedichce fliall 'be 16ok'd upon as a. berrer Qualification in 2 
Judge, than Skill or Inregriry, when ſuch.facred rhings as the Laws are nor 
oily rouch'd, bur guided by' profane hands. Men-will fear that our of the 
Tree of the Law, from whence we may expect Shade and Shelter, ſuch 
Workmen will make us Cudgels to bear us with, or rather that they will 
rarn the Cation upon our Properties, that were intruited with them for 


Bighſ Goverritnen, if rightly \inderſtood, and ——_ ſerved. 
. Ir would be roo = Partiality to lay, They are pe 4” or liable ro ng 
Objection. - - Such thi 
cellencies and fewer Faults than any other we know, it is enough to recom- 
mend them-to our Eſteem. | | 

The Diſpute; which is- a greater Beauty, a Monarchy or a Common- 
wealch, hath -Iafted Torig- between their -comending Lovers, and they hay 
behav'd themſelves fo alike in. go6d Manners our of their Wits, who uſed 
ſach Figures ro exalt their own Idols on either fide, and ſuch angry Aggra- 
vations to reproach'one another in rhe Conteſt, rhar moderare Men have at 
all rimes ſinu'd upon this eagetneſs, and thoughr ir differ'd. very little from 
a dowt-right Frerizy. We in Eiz/and, by a happy uſe of the Controverſie, 
conclude them both in the wrong, and reject them from. being our Paxrern, 
rakirig the words in the utmoſt extent, which is, that Monarchy leayerh 
— no Liberty, 'and\ a Common-wealth fuch'a one, as allows them no 

ler, OY Br 
W think that a wiſe Meari; berween theſe rwo barbarous Extreams , 
is that which Self-preſervation ought ro dictate ro our Wiſhes ; and we 
may ſay, we have artained.this Mean in a greater. meaſure than an 
Nation now in being; ot perhaps -ariy we have read of, though never ſo. 
much Celebrated for the Wiſdom or Plenry of theit Conftirytions, We 
rake froii'one the too great Power of doing hurt, and yet- leave enouj 
to govern and pfrotet'us3' we take from the other, the Confilion, the Pa- 
rity; the Anitn6ſities, and' the Licenſe, and yer reſerve a due care of fuch 
Liberty, 4s miy conſiſt with Mens Allegiance. , Bur ir being hard, if got. 
impoſſible, ro be exactly even, our Government has much the 
Bias towards Monarchy, which by the more general Conſent and Practice 
of Mankind, ſeemieth to have the adyancage in diſpute againſt a Com- 


monwealch. The Riiles'sf a'Comimon-wealth are roo for the Bulk 
of Mankihd' ro cone up to. That form of Goyernmenz requireth ſuch. 2 
Spirit ro earty it 0fi; as doth not diyadll in great Numbers, bur is reſtrain'd 
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to {o very few, eſpecially in-this Age, that let the Methods appear never 
fo much reaſonable in Paper, they muſt fail in Practice, which will ever 
be fuired' more ro Mens Narture, as it is, than as it ſhould be. 

Monarchy is lik'd by the People, tor the Bells and the Tinſel , the our- 
ward Potsp and the Gelding, and there muſt be Milk for Babes, fince 
the grearett part of Mankind are, and ever will be included in that Liſt. 
And it .is approv'd by wile and thinking Men ( Circumſtances and Ob- 
jections imparrially conſidered ) thar ir hath fo great an advantage aboye 
all other Forms, when the Adminiltration of that Power falleth ito 
good hands, that all other Governments look our of Countenance, when 
they are ſer in Competition with it. Lycurgus might have iavy'd. himſelf 
the trouble of making Laws, if either he had been Immortal, or that ke 
could have fecur'd to Polteriry, a fucceeding Care of Princes like him- 
felf ; his own Example was a berter Law, than he could with all his $kill 
tell how ro make ; fuch a Prince is a Living Law, that dictates vo his 
Subjects, whoſe thoughts in- that caſe never riſe above - their Obedience, 
rhe *Confdence they have in the Vertue and Knowledge of the Maſter, 
preventing the Scruples and Apprehenhons- ro which Men are naturally 
inclin'd, in relation ro thoſe. that govern-them ; ſuch a Magiſtrate is the 
Life and Soul of Juſtice, whereas the Law is but-a Body, and a dead 
one roo, withour his influence ro give it warmth and vigour, and by the 
irreſiſtible Power of his Verrue, he doth fo reconcile Dominion and Alle- 
giance, that all Diſputes berween them are filenced and, ſubdued, and .in- 
deed no Monarchy can be Perfect and Abſolure withour exception, bur 
when the Prince is Superiour by his Verrue, -as well as -by” his Character 
and his Power, ſo that to ſerve our Prefidents of ' unlimited Power, is a 

lain diminution to-a Prince that Nature hath made- Great, and who had 
has make himſelf a+ glorious Example ro Poſterity, than borrow an 
Authoriry from Dark#Records, . raiſed out of the Grave, which beſides 
their Non-uſage have always in thzm matter of Controverſie and Debate, 
and it may be affirm'd, thar the Inſtances are very rare of Princes, having 
the worlt in difpute with their, People 3 it they were Eminent for Juſtice 
in time of Peace, and Conduct in time of War, ſuch advantage the 
Crown giveth to-thoſe who adorn and confirm it by their own Perſonal 
Verrues. x | 

Bur fince for the greater Honour of Good and Wiſe Princes, and the 
berter to ſer off 'rheir Character by the Compariſon, Heaven hath decreed 
there muſt be a mixture, -and thar ſuch as are perverſe and inſufficient, or 
both, are perhaps to-haye their cqual rurns in the Government of the World, - 
and beſides that the Will of a Man is fo various, and ſo unbounded a thing, 
and ſo fatal roo when joyned with Power unſupply'd ; ir is no wonder if 
thoſe who are to-be govern'd, are unwilling to have ſo dangerous as well as 
fo uncertain a Standard of their Obedience. 

There muſt be therefore Rules and Laws, for want of which, or at 
leaſt the Obſervation of them, it was as Capital for a Man to ſay that 
Nero. did not play well upon the Lute, as to commit Treaſon, or Blaſ(- 
pheme the Gods. And even Veſpaſian himſelf had like to, have loft him- 
ſelf, for ſiceping-whillt he ſhould have attended and admired that any 
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Impertinence upon the Stage; There is a wantonneſs in the too great 
Power that Men are generally roo apt to be corrupred with, and for that 
Reaſon, a wile Prince, to prevent the Temptation ariſing from commoa 
fraily, would chooſe ro Govern by Rules for his own Sake, as well as for 
che Peoples, ſince it only tecureth him from Errors, and doth not leflen the 
real Authority that a good Magittrare would come to be poſlels'd ot ; 
for if the Will of a Prince is contrary either ro_ Reaſon it lelf, or ro the 
univerſal Opinion of his Subjects, the Law by a kind reltraint reſcues him 
from a Diſcaſe that would undo him ; if his Will on the other fide 1s rea- 
ſonable and well directed, that Will immediately becomes a Law, and he 
is Arbitrary by an eaſie and natural Conlequence, without taking pains, or 
ovyer-rurning the World for it. 

If Princes conſider Laws as things impos'd on them, they have the ap- 
pearance of Ferters of Iron, bur ro ſuch as would make them their choice 
as well as their practice, they are Chains of Gold ; and in that reſpect 
are Ornaments, and in others they are a defence to them, and by a Com- 
pariſon, nor improper for God's Vicegerents upon Earth ; as o:r Maker 
never commandeth our Obedience to any thing, that as unreaſonable Crea- 
rures we ought not ro make our own Election ; fo a good and wile Go- 
vernour, tho' all Laws were aboliſh'd, would by the voluntary direction 
of his own Reaſon, do withour reſtraint rhe very ſame things that they 
would have enjoyned. 

Our Trimmer thinketh that the King and Kingdom ought to be one 
Creature, not to be ſeparated in their Political Capacity ; and when any 
of them undertake to act a-parr, it is like the crawling of Worms after 
they are cur in pieces, which cannot be a laſting Nation, the whole Crea- 
rure not ſtirring at a time ; if the Body have a dead Palſie, the Head can- 
not make it move ; and God hath not yer delegared ſuch a healing power 
ro Princes, as that they can in a moment ſay to a Languiſhing People op- 
preſs'd in deſpair, rake up your beds and walk. 

The Figure of a King, is fo comprehenſive and exalted a thing, that 
it is a kind of degrading of him ro lodge that Power ſeparatcly in his 
own Narural Perſon, which can never be truly or naturally great , but 
where the People are ſo united to him as ro be Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bane 
of his Bonc ; for when he is reduc'd ro the ſingle definition of a man, he 
finkerth into ſo low a Character, that he is a Temptation under Mens Al- 
legiance, and an impairing that veneration which is neceſſary ro preſerve 
their Dury to him ; whereas a Prince thar is fo joyned to his People, that 
they ſeem to be his Limbs, rather than his Subjects, cloathed with Mercy 
and Juſtice rightly apply'd in their ſeveral places, his Throne ſupporred by 
Love as well as by Power, and the warm withes of his deyored Subjects, 
like never-failing Incenſe till aſcending rowards him, look fo like the beſt 
Image we can frame to our, ſelves of God Almighty , thar Men would 
have much ado not to fall down and worſhip him, and would be much 
more tempted to the Sin of Idolatry, than that of Difobedicnce. 

Our Tr:mmer is of Opinion, that there muſt be ſo much Dignity inſe- 
parably annex'd to the Royal Funttion, as may be ſufficient ro ſecure it 
from viclence and contempr ; and _ muſt be Condelcenfions ow the 
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Throne, like kind ſhowers from Heaven, that the Prince may look ſo much 
the more like God Al 7hry's Deputy upon Earth 3 for Power 'withour 
Love hath a rerryfyu.s aipect, and the Worſhip which 1s paid ro it 1s 
like that which the 11.4:4n3 give out of fear ro Wild Beatts and Devils : 
He thar fearcth God, only becaule there is an Hell, muſt wiſh there were 
no God ; and he who feareth the King, only becaute he can puniſh, mutt 
with there were no King ; So that withour a Principle of Love, there can 
be no true Allegiance, and there muit remain perpetual Seeds of Retitt- 
ance againk a Power that is built upon ſuch an unnatural Foundation, as 
that of Fear and Terror. All force is a kind of foul play, and wholo- 
cvcr aimeth art it himielt, dorh by implication atlow it to thoſe he plays 
with ; fo that there will be ever Matter prepared in the minds of People 
when they are provok'd, and the Prince, to ſecure himſelf, muſt live in 
the midit of his own Subjects, as if he were in a Conquer'd Country , 
raile Arms, as if he were immediately ro meet or reſiſt an Invation, and 
all this while fleep as unquietly from rhe fear of Remedies, as he did be- 
fore from thar of rhe Dileaſe ; ir being hard for him to forger, that more 
Princes have been deſtroy'd by their Guards than by their People ; and that 
even at the time when the Rule was, Quod Princip: placuit Lex eſto : The 
Armies and Pratorian Bands, which were the Inttrumenrs of that unruly 
Power, were frequently the means made ute of to deltroy them who had 
ir. There will ever be this difference between God and his Vicegerents , 
that God is ſtill above the Inftruments he uſeth, and our of the danger of 
receiving hurt from them 3 bur Princes can never lodge Power in any 
hands, which may nor art ſome time turn it back upon them ; for tho? it 
is poflible enough for a King ro have Power enough to farisfie his Ambi- 
tion, yer no Kingdom: hath Money enough to {arishe rhe Avarice of un- 
der-Workmen, who learn from that Prince who will exact more than be- 
longeth ro him, to expect from him much more than they deſerve; and 
growing angry upon the firlt diſappointment, they are the Devils which 
grow terrible to the Conjurers themſelves who brought them up, and 
can't ſend rhem down again : And beſides that, there can be no laſting 
Radical Security, bur where the governed are latistied with the Governours ; 
it muſt be a Dominion very unpleaſant ro a Prince of an elevated Mind , 
ro impoſe an abjet and ſordid (crvility, inftead of receiving the willing 
Sacriftce of Duty and Obedience. The bravett Princes in all rimes, who 
were uncapable of any other kind of fear, have fear'd ro grieve their own 
People ; ſuch a fear is a glory, and in this ſenſe 'ris an infamy not to be 
a Coward : So that the miſtaken Herors who are void of this generous 
kind of fear, need no other aggravation to compleat their ill Chara- 
ers. 

When a Deſpotick Prince hath bruiſed all his Subjects with a laviſh Obe- 
'dience, all the force he can uſe cannor ſubdue his own fears, Enemies of 
his own Creation, to which he can never be reconciled, ir being impoſſible 
to do injuſtice, and nor to fear Revenge : There is no cure for this fear , 
bur the nor deſerving to be hurt, -and therefore a Prince who doth not allow 
his thonghrs ro ſtray beyond the Rules of * Ju'tice, has always the bleTing of 
an inward and quiet affurance, as a natural etfect of his good meaning ro 
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his People, and though he will nor neglect due precautions to ſecure him- 
ſelf in alt Eyents, yer he is uncapable of entertaining vain and remote tuſpi- 
cions of thoſe of whom he relolycs never to delcrve 111. 

It is very hard for a Prince to tear a Rebellion, who neither doth, nor 
intenderh to do any thing to provoke it ; theretore fo great a diligence in 
the Governours, to raiſe and improve dangers and fears trom the People, is 
no very good Symprom, and naturally begers an influence, that they have 
thoughts of putting their Subjects Allegiance to a Tryal ; and therefore nt 
withour ſome Realon fear before hand, that the irregularitics they intend, 
may raiſe Men to a Reiltance. 

Our Trimmzr thinketh it no advantage to a Government, to endeavour 
the ſupprefſing all kind of Right which may remain in the Body of the 
People, or to employ ſmall Authors in it, whoſe Officiouſneſs or want of 
Money may encourage them to write, though it is not very eafie to have A- 
biltties equal ro ſuch a Subject ; they forger that in their roo high ſtrain'd 
Arguments for the Rights of Princes, they very often plead againit known 
Narure, which will always give a Biaſs ro thoſe Reaſons which ſeem of her 
fide ; it is the People that readerh thoſe Books, and it's the People muit judge 
of them, and therefore no Maxims ſhould be laid down for the Right of Go- 
vernnient, to which there can be any reaſonable Objection ; for the World 
hath an Intereſt, and for thar Reaſon is more than ordinary diſcerning, ro 
find our the weak fides of ſuch Arguments as are intended ro do them hurt ; 
and it is a diminution ro a Government, to promote or countenance ſuch 
well affected miſtakes, which are turned upon it with diſadvantage, when- 
ever they are detected and expos'd ; and naturally the too earneſt endea- 
vours to take from Men the Right they have, rempr them, by the Example, 
to claim that which they have nor. 

And in Power, as in all other things, the way for Princes to keep ir is, nor 
to graſp more than their Arms can well hold ; nice and unneceſſary enqui- 
ring into theſe things, or the Licenſing ſome Books, and forbidding others, 
withour ſufficient Reaſon to juſtifie rhe doing either, is lo far from being an 
advantage to a Government, thar it expolerh it ro the Cenlure of being par- 
tial, and ro the ſuſpicion, of having ſome ſuddain deſigns ro be carried 6n 
by theſe unuſual methods. 

When all is aid, there is a Natural Reaſon of State, anundefinable thing, 
grounded upon the Common good of Mankind, which is Immortal, and in 
all Changes and Revolurions, ſtill preſferveth irs Original Right of ſaving a 
Nation, when a Letter of the Law perhaps would deſtroy it ; and by what- 
ſoever means it moverh, carrierh a Power with it, that admitteth of no op=- 
poſition, being ſupported by Nature, which inſpireth an immediate conſent 
at ſome critical rimes into every individual Member, to that which viſibly 
renderh to the preſervation of the whole ; and this being fo, a wiſe Prince in- 
ſtead of controverting the right of this Reaſon of State, will by all means 
endeavour it may be of his tide, and then he will be ſecure. 

Our Trimmer cannot conceive that the Power of any Prince can be l:{t- 
ing, but where'ris built upon the foundarion of his own unborrow'd Vertue, 
he muſtnor only be the firſt Mover and the Fountain, from whence the grear 
Adts of State originally flow, bur he _ be thought ſo by his People, bo 

2 


3 The Charafer of a Trimmer. 


they may preſerve their veneration ro him; he muſt be jealous of his 
Power, and not impart ſo much of it ro any about him, as that he may ſuf- 
ter an Eclipſe by it. 

He cannot rake roo much care to keep himſelf up, for when a Prince is 
thought to be led by thoſe, with whom he ſhould only adviſe, and thar the 
Commands he giveth are tranſmicred through him, and are not of his own 
growth ; the World will look upon him as a Bird adorn'd with Feathers 
that are not his own, or conſider him rather as an Engine than a living Crea- 
ture ; beſides, *rwould be a Contradiction for a Prince to fear a Common- 
wealth, and at the ſame time create one himſelf, by delegating ſuch Power 
ro any number of Men near him, as is inconfiſtant with the true Figure of a 
Monarch; it is the worſt kind Co-ordination the Crown can fubmir too ; 
for it is the exerciſe of Power that draweth the reſpect along with ir, and 
when that is parted with, the bare Character of a King is nor ſufficient ro 
keep it up ; bur though ir is a diminution to a Prince, to parcel our o libe- 
rally his Power amonglt his Fayourires, it's yet worle to divide with any o- 
ther man, and to bring hinſelf in Competition with a ſingle Rival; a Parr- 
ner in Government is to unnatural a thing, thar ir is a ſquint-ey'd Allegiance 
that muit be paid ro ſuch a double botrom'd Monarchy. The Ceſars are an 
Example that the more civiliz'd part of the World will nor be proud to fol- 
low, and whatſoever Gloſs may be pur upon this Method, by thoſe ro whom 
ir may be of ſome uſe, the Prince will do well ro remember, and reflect up- 
on the Story of certain Men who had ſer up a Statue in Honour to the Sun, 
yetin a very little time they rurned their backs to the Sun, and their Faces tg 
the Statue. 

Theſe Myſtical Unions are better plac'd in the other World, than they 
are in this, and we ſhall havemuch adoto find, that in a Monarchy God's 
Vicegerency is delegated to more Heads than that which is anointed. 

Princes may lend ſome ef their Light ro make another ſhine, bur they 
muſt {till preſerve the ſuperioriry of being the brighter Planer ; and when ir 
happens the Reverſion is in men's Eyes, there is more care to keep up the 
Dignity of Poſſefſions, that men may nor forget who is King, either out ot 
their hopes or fears who ſhall be. If the Sun ſhall part with all his Light, 
the Indians would not know where to find their God, after he had ſo de 
ſed himſelf, and would make the Light ( wherever it went ) the Object of 
their Worſhip. 

All Uſurpation is alike upon Soveraignty, it's no matter from what hand 
ir cometh ; and Crowned Heads are to be the more Circumſpect, in reſpect 
men's thoughts are naturally apt ro ramble beyond whar is preſent, they love 
ro work at a diſtance, and in their greedy Expectations; their minds may 
be fil'd with a new Maſter, the old one may be left ro look a little our of 
Countenance. 

Our Trimmer owneth a Paſſion for liberty, yer ſo reſtraind, that it doth 
nor in the leaſt impair or taint his Allegiance, he thinkerh it hard for a Soul 
that doth nor love Liberty, ever to raiſe it ſelf ro another World, he raketh 
it ro be the foundation of all Verrue, and the only ſeaſoning that giveth a re- 
liſh ro Life, and though the lazineſs of a flaviſh ſubjection, bath irs Charms 
for the more grols and earthly part of mankind, yet ro men made of a ber- 
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ver ſort of Clay, all that the World can give without Liberty hath no taſt ; 
it's true, nothing is ſold ſo cheap by unthinking men, bur that doth no more 
leſſen the real value of ir, than a Country Fellow's Ignorance doth that of a 
Diamond, in ſelling ir for a Pot of Ale ; Liberty isthe Miſtreſs of Mankind, 
ſhe hath powerful Charms that do 1o dazzle, that we find Beauties in her 
which perhaps are not there, as we do in other Mittreſles ; yer if ſhe was nor 
a Beauty, the World would not run mad for her ; therefore fince the reaſon- 
able detire of it ought not to be relirain'd, and that even the unreaſonable 
dctire of ir cannor be intirely ſupprels'd, rhole who would rake it away from 
a people poſſeſſed of it, are likely ro fail in the attempring, or be very un- 
quiet 1n the keeping of it. 

Our Trimmer admireth our bleſſed Conſtirurions, in which Dominion 
and Liberry are reconcil'd ; it giveth tro the Prince the glorious Power of 
Commanding Free-men, and to the Subject, the ſatisfaction of lecing the 
Power to lodged, as that their Liberties are ſecure ; ir doth not allow the 
Crown ſuch a Ruining Power, as that no grals may grow where eer ir 


.treadeth, bur a Cheriſhing and ProreCting Power ; ſuch a one as hath a grim 


Alpect only to the offending Subjects, bur is the:Joy and the Pride of all 
the good ones; their own Intereſt being ſo bound up in it, as to engage 
them to defend and ſupport it ; and the King is in ſome Circumſtances re- 
ttrain'd, ſo asnothing in the Government can move withour him ; our Laws 
make a true diſtinction berween Vaſſalage and Obedience, berween de- 
vouring Prerogatives, and a Licentious ungovernable Freedom : and as of 
all the Orders of Building, the Compoſite is the beft, ſo ours by a happy 
mixrure, and a wile choice of whar is belt in others, is broughr into a Form 
that is our Felicity who live under it, and the Envy of our Neighbours that 
cannot imitate 1r. 

The Crown hath Power ſufficient to protect our Liberties. The People 
have ſo much Liberty as is neceflary ro make them uleful ro the Crown. 

Our Government is in a juſt Proportion, no Timpany, no natural ſwel- 
ling either of Power os Liberty ; and whereas in all over-grown Monar- 
chies, Reaſon, Learning, and Enquiry are banithed in Effigy for Murineers ; 
here they are encourag'd and cheriſh'd as the fureſt Friends ro a Govern= 
ment eſtabliſh'd upon the foundation of Law and Juitice : When all is done, 
thoſe who look for Perfection in this World, may look as Jung as the Fews 
have for their Meſſias, and therefore our Trimmer is not fo unreaſonable Par- 
rial as to free our Government ; no doubt there have been fatal Inſtances of 
its Sickneſs, and more than that, of irs Mortality, for ſomerime, though by 
a Miracle, it hath been reviv'd again :- but till we have another Mankind, 
in all Conſtitutions that are bounded, there will ever be ſome matter of 
Strife and Contention, and rather than want pretenfions, men's Paffions and 
Intereſts will raiſe them from the moſt inconfiderable Cauſes. 

Our Government is like onr Climate, there are Winds which are ſome- 
times loud and anquier, and yet with all the Trouble they give us, we owe 
great part of our Health unto them, they clear the Air, which- elſe would 
be like a ſtanding Pool, and inſtead of Refreſhment would be a Diſeaſe un- 
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| There may be freſh Gales of aſſerting Liberty , withour turning into ſuch 
ſtorms. of Hurricane, as that the Scare ſhould run any. hazard ot being cait 
away by them ; thele ftruglings which are natural ro all mixed Govern 
ments, while they are kept trom growing into Convultions, do by a natural 
Agitation from the leveral parts, rather tupport and itrengrhen, than weak- 
en or maime the Conſtirution ; and the whole frame, initead of being torn 
or disjointed, cometh to be the better and cloſer knit by being thus exerci- 
ſed ; bur whatever faults our Government may have, or a diſcerning Cri- 
tick may find in it, when he looketh upon it alone ; ler any one be ler a- 
gainſ(t it, and then it ſhews its Comparitive Beauty 3 ler us look upon the 
glitrering ourfide of unbounded Authority, and upon a nearer enquiry, we 
ſhall ſind nothing but poor and miſerable detormuy within ; let us imagine 
a Prince living in this Kingdom, as if he were a great Gally, his Subjects 
rugging at the Oar, laden with Chains, and reducd to real Rags; to give 
him imaginary Lawrels, let us preſent him gazing among his Flatterers, like 
a Child never contradicted, and therefore always cozen'd ; or like a Lady 
complemented only to be.aþus'd, condemn'd never to hear Truth, and con- 
ſequently never to do }yfbitez: wallowing in the ſoft Bed of wanton and un- 
bridled Greatneſs, not l&&:adious to rhe Inftruments themiclves, than to the 
Objects of his Tyranny, blown up to an Ambitious Droply, never to be ſa- 
tished by the Conquett of orher Pcople, or by the Oppretizon of his own ; by 
aiming to be more than a Man, he becomes a Beatt, a miftaken Creature, 
{weld with Panegyricks, and flarter'd our of his Senſes, and not only an In- 
cumbrance, bur a common Nuilance ro Mankind, a harden'd and unreleiut- 
ing Soul, and like fome Creatures that grow fat with Poiſons, he grows 
great by orher mens Miſcries ; and Ambitious Ape of the Divine Greatneſs, 
an unruly Giant that woultl ſtorm even Heaven ir ſelf, bur thar his ſcaling 
Ladders arenot long enough 3 in ſhorr, a wild Beaſt in rich Trappings, and 
with all his Pride no more than a Whip in God Almighty's hand, to be 
thrown into the Fire when the World has been ſufficiently ſcourged with it : 
This Picture laid in right Colours would nor incite Men to wiſh for fuch a 
Governmenr, bur rather to acknowledge the happineſs of our own, under 
which we enjoy all the Priviledges reaſonable men can defire, and avoid all 
the Miſeries others are ſubject too; ſo that our Trimmer would keep it with 
all its faults, and dorh as little forgive thoſe who give the occaſion of break- 
ing it, as he doth thoſe that rake it. 

Our Trimmer is a Friend ro Parliaments, notwith(tanding all their faults, 
and exceſſes, which of late have given fuch matter of Objection ro them, he 
thinks that though they may ar ſometimes be troubleſome to Authority, yer 
they add the greateſt ſtrength to ir under a wiſe Adminiſtration, to believe 
no Government is perfect, excepr Omnipotence recide in it, to be exercis'd 
upon great Occaſions: Now this cannot be obrain'd by force upon the Peo- 
ple, let ir be never fo great, there muſt be their conſent roo, or elſe a Na- 
tion moveth only by being driven, a ſluggiſh and reſtrained Morion, void of 
that Life and Vigour which is neceſſary ro- produce great things, whereas 
the-virtual conſent of the whole being included in their Repreſentarives, and 
the King giving the ſanction of the united ſenſe of the People, every At 
done by ſuch an Authority, ſeemech to be an effect of their choice as well as 
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part of their Duty ; and they do with an eagernels, of which Men are 
uncapable whilit under @ torce, execure wharloever is ſo enjoyned as their 
own Wills, better explained by Parliament, rather than from the terror 
of incvrring the Penalty of the Law tor omitting ir, and by means of this 
Political O:::niporence, whatever Sap or Juice there 1s in a Nation, may be 
to the lait drop produc'd, whilit it r:tes naturally from the Root ; whereas 
all Power excrcisd without conlent, 15 the giving Wounds and Gathes, and 
rapping a Tree art unſea!onable Times, for the prelent Occation, which in 
a very little time mutt needs dettroy 1t. : 

Our Trimmer bclieves, that by the advantage oft our Situation, there 
can hardly any ſuch Dileale come upon us, bur that the King may have 
tune enough to conſul with Phyticians mn Parliament ; pretences indeed 
may be made, bur a real necetfty fo pre-iing, that no delay is to be ad- 
marred, is hardly ro be imagined, and it will be ne:ther cafic to give an 
initance of any tuch thing for the time palt, or realonable ro pretume ir 
will ever happen for the tune ro come ; bur if rhat icrange thing thould tall 
out, our Trimmer is not lo 1irait-lac'd, as ro let a Nation dye, or be itifled; 
rathcr than it ſhould be hetp'd by the proper Oficers. The Cates them- 
lelves will bring a-Remedy a!ong with them ; and he is not atraid to allow 
that in order to its Prelervarion, there 1s a hidacen Power in Government, 
which would be lott if it was deligncd, o certain Myttery by which a Nation 
may at ſome Critical times be fecur'd irom Ruine, bat then it mutt be kepr 
as a Myltery ; it is rendred utelels, when touch'd by unlucky hands ; and 
no Government ever had or dewrv'd to have that Power, which was fo un- 
wary as to anticipate their claim to it : Our Trammer cannor help thinking 
it had been berrer, if rhe [rienmal Act had been oblerv'd ; firit, becaute 
'us the Law, and we would nor have the Crown, by ſuch an Example; 
teach the Nation to break it ; all irregular.ty is catching, it hath a Conta- 
£10n in it, eſpecially in an Age ſo much more cnclin'd ro follow ul Patterns 
than good ones. | 

He would have a Parliament, becauſe 'ris an Eſſential part of the Conſti- 
tution, even withoar the Law, it beihg the only Provition in extraordinary 
Caſes, in which there would be otherwile no Remedy, and tiiere can be no 
greater Solecitm in Government, than a failure of Juitice. 

He would have one, becauſe nothing elſc can unite and heal us, all 
other Means are meer Shifts and Proje-ts, Houſes of Cards, and blown 
down with rhe leait Breath, and canno relilt the difficulties which are ever 
preſum'd in things of this kind ; and he would have had one, becaule it 
mighr have done the King good, and could nor poliibly have done him 
hurt, without his Content, which in that Caſe is not to be {uppoſed, and 
therefore for him ro fear it, is fo ttrange, and lo little ro be comprehended, 
that the Reaſons can never be prelum'd ro grow in our Soyl, or ro thrive 
in it when Tranlplanted from any other Country ; and no doubr there are 
ſuch irreſiſtible Arguments for calling a Parliament, thar tho' ir may be de- 
ny'd to the unmannerly threatning Peririons of Men that are malicious and 
diffaffected, ir will be granted ro the obſequious Murmnrs of his Majefties 
beſt Subjects, and there will be fuch a Rherorick in their Klenr Grief, thar 
it will at lait preyail againlt rhe Artifices of thoſe, who either our of Guile 
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or Intereſt are afraid to throw themſelves upon their Country, knowing 
how ſcurvily they have uted it ; that day of Judgment will come, though 
we know not the day nor the hour. And our Trimmer would live fo as to 
be prepared for it, with full affurance in the mean time, thar a lamenting 
Voice of a Nation cannot long be refitted, and that a Prince, who could 
ſo eaſily forgive his People when they had been in the wrong, cannot tail zo 
hear them when they are in the right. 


The Trim mers Opinion concerning 
Proteſtant Religi 0, 


R Elgion hath ſuch a Superiority above other things, and that indiſpen- 

ſable Influence upon all Mankind, that it 1s as neceſſary to our Living 
Happy in this World, as it is to our being Sav'd in the next, without ut 
Man is an abandon'd Creature, one of the worit Beaſts Nature hath 
produc'd, and fir only for the Society of Wolves and Bears ; therefore in 
all Ages it hath been the Foundation of Government, and though talle 
Gods have been impos'd upon the Credulous part of the World, yer they 
were Gods {till in their Opinion, and the Awe and Reverence Men had 
to them and their Oracles, kept them within bounds towards one another, 
which the Laws with all their Authority could never have effected with- 
out the help of Religion ; the Laws would not be able ro tubdue the per- 
verlencls of Mens Wills, which are Wild Beaſts, and require a double 
Chain to keep them down 3; for this Reaſsn 'ris faid, Thar it is not a ſuf- 
ficient ground ro make War upon a Neighbouring State, becauſe they are 
of another Religion, ler it be never ſo differing ; yer if they Worthip'd 
nor Acknowledg'd no Deity, they may be Invaded as Publick Enemies of 
Mankind, becauſe they reject the only thing that can bind them to live 
well with one another ; the conſideration of Religion is ſo Intereſfſed with 
that of Government, that ir is never to be ſeparated, and the Founda- 
tions of it are to be ſuired ro the ſeveral Climates and Conſtitutions, fo 
that they may keep Men in a willing Acquieſcence unto rhem, without 
diſcompoling the World by nice diſpures, which can never be of equal mo- 
ment with the publick Peace. 

Our Religion here in Enz/and ſeems to be dittinguiſh'd by a peculiar 
effect of God Almighry's goodneſs, in permitting it ro be introduc'd, or 
more properly reſtor'd, by a more regular Merhod than the Circumſtances 
of more other Reformed Churches would allow them to do, in relation 
ro the Government ; and the Dignity with which it hath ſupported ir felf 
fince, and the great Men our Church hath produc'd, ought ro recommend 
it to the eſteem of all Proteſtants ar leaſt. Our Trimmer 1s very partial to ir, 
for theſe Reaſons, and many more, and deſiring that it may preſerve its due 
JurifdiQtion'and Authority, ſo far he is from wiſhing it oppreſſed by the un- 
reaſonable and malicious Cavils of thoſe wha take pains to raiſe Objections 
againſt x, The 
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The Queſtion will then be, how and by what Methods the Church ſha!l 
beit tupport ir 1elf (the preienr Circumitances contiderd ) in relation to 
Diſſenters of all forts : I will firſt lay it for a ground, T har as there can 
be no true Religion without Charity, ſo there can be no true humane Pru- 
dence withour bearing and condeſcention : This Principle doth noe extend 
to oblige rhe Church always ro yicld to thole who are dilpoled to molett 
it, the expediency of doing it is ro be conſidered and determined according 
to the occaſion, and this leadeth me ro lay open the thoughts of our Trim- 
mer, in reference, firlt, ro the Proteſtamts, and then to the Popith Re- 
cuſants. 

Whart hath lately hapned among us, makes an Apology neceffary for fay- 
ing any thing that looketh like fayour rowards a tort of Men who have 
brought themſelves under ſuch a diladyantage. 

The late Conſpiracy bath ſuch broad Symptoms of the diſaffeCtion of the 
whole Party, that upon the firit reflections, while our thoughts are warm, 
ir would almoſt pertwade us to pur them our of the protection of our good 
Nature, and to think that the Chriſtian Indulgence which our compailion 
for other Mens Sufferings cannor cafily deny, teemerh not only to be for- 
feired by the ill appearances that are againſt them, bur even becometh a 
Crime when ir is ſo milapply'd ; yer for all this, upon ſecond and cooler 
thoughts, moderate Men will not be ſo ready to involve a whole Party in 
the guilr of a few, and to admit Inferences and Preſumptions to be Evi- 
dence in a Caſe, where the Sentence mult be ſo heavy, as it ought not to 
be againſt all thoſe who have a fixed reſolution againſt rhe Government 
eftabliſhed ; befides, Men who act by a Principle grounded upon Moral 
Vertue, can never let it be clearly cxtinguiſh'd by the moſt repeated Pro- 
vocations ; if a right thing agreeable ro Nature and good Sence rakerh 
root in the heart of a Man, that is impartial and unbyaſs'd, no ourward 
Circumſtances can ever deltroy it ; it's true, the degrees of a Mans Zeal 
for the proſecution of it may be differing, the faults of other Men, the 
conſideration of the Publick, and the ſeaſonable Prudence by which Wiſe 
Men will ever be directed, may give great delays, they may leſſen, and 
for a time perhaps ſuppreſs the excerciſe of thar, which in a general Pro- 
ſecution may be realonable, but whether be, ſo will inevitably grow and 
ſpring up again, having a Foundation in Nature, which is never to be de- 
{troy'd. 

Our Trimmer therefore endeavoureth tro ſeparate the derteſtation of 
thoſe who had either a hand or a thought in the late Plot, from the Prin- 
civle of Prudential as well as Chriſtian Charity rowards Mankind, and for 
that Reaſon, would fain uſe the means of retaining ſuch of the Difſenters 
as are not injurable, and even to bearing to a degree thoſe that are, as 
far as may conſiſt with the Publick Intereſt and Security ; he is far from 
juſtifying an affected ſeparation from the Communion of the Church, and 
even in thoſe ' thar mean well, and are miſtaken ; he looketh upon it as a 
Diſeaſe thar hath ſeized upon their Minds, very troubleſome as well as 
dangerous, by the Conſequenee ir: may produce : He dorh not go abour 
ro excuſe their making it an indiſpenſable Duty, to meet in numbers 
to fay their Prayers, fuch duly my prove milchieyous to the State 
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at leaſt ; rhe Laws, which are the beſt Judges, have determin'd that there 
is danger in them : he hath good Nature enough to lament that the per- 
verſeneis of a Part ſhould have drawn Rigorous Laws vpon the Body of 
the Difſenrers, but when they are once made, no private Opinion mutt 
ttand uz Oppoſition ro them ; if rhey are- in themlelves realonable, they 
arc in that reipect ro be regarded, eyen without being enjoyned, if by the 
Change of Laws and Circumitances they ſhould become tels reaſonable 
than when they were fir.t made, even then they are to be obey'd roo, be- 
cauſe they are Laws, *rill they are mended or repealed by the tame Autho- 
rity that Enacted rhem. | 

He hath roo much deference to the Conlliturion. of our Government , 
ro wiſh any more Prerogatve Declarations in favour of ſcrupulous Men, 
or to diſpenſe with Penal Laws in fach manner, and to fuch an end, 
that ſuſpecting Men might with ſome reaſon pretend, that fo hared a 
thing as Perſecution coukd never make way for it {elf with any hopes of 
Succeſs, otherwiſe than by preparing the deluded World by a falle pro- 
{pect of Liberty and Indulgence ; the inward Springs and Wheels whereby 
the Engine mov'd, are now fo fully laid open and expos'd , that it ts 
not ſuppofable that ſuch a baffled Experiment ſhould ever be tryed again, 
the ettect ir had ar the rime, and'the Spirir it raiſed, will nor catily be for- 
gotren, and ir may be prefum'd the remembrance of it may fecure us from 
any more attempts of that Nature for the future 5 we muit no more break 
a Law:to give Men caſe, than we are ro Rob an Houſe with a devour in- 
tention of giving Plunder ro the Poor ; in this caſe, our Compaſſion would 


| be as ill directed as our Charity in the other. 


In thar the vcneration due to the Laws is never to be thrown off, ler 
the Pretences be never fo ſpecious ; yer with all this he cannor bring him- 


- ſelf ro think, that an extraordmary diligence ro rake the uttermo{t Penalry 


of 'the Laws upon the poor offending Neighbour, is of it felf ſuch an all 


' ſufficient Vertue, that withoart ſomething &lſe to recommend Men, it ſhould 


Enrirle them to all kind of Preferments and Rewards ; he would nor de- 
tract from the merits of thoſe who execarc rhe Laws, yer he cannor think 
ſach a piece of ſervice can entirely change the Man, or either make him a 
berer Divine, or a more knowing Magiſtrate than he was before, efpeci- 
ally if .ir be done wih a partial and unequal hand, in reference to greater 
and more dangerous Offenders. 

Our Trimmer would haye rhoſe miſtaken Men ready to throw them- 
ſelves into the Arms of the-Church, and he would have thoſe Arms as 
ready to receive them ;- he would have no fupercilious look ro fright thoſe 
ſtrayed Shcep from coming into the Fold again 3 no if{-narar'd Maxzims 
of an Eternal ſuſpicion, or a belief that thoſe'who have once been in the 
wrong can never be in the right again ; bur a viſible preparation of mind 
to receive with joy all the Profelyres that come amongſt us, and much 
greater: earneſtneſs ro reclaim than puniſh them: Ir is ro be confels'd, 
there is a- great deal- r6 forgive, a hard Task enough for a Church fo 
provoked ; but that maſt nor cut off all hopes of being reconciled, yet if 
there muſt be fome anger 1&ft fill, ler i break out into a Chriſtian Re» 
venge, and by: being 'kmder to the Children of Diſobedience wy 4 

clerve, 
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deſerve, ler the injur'd Church Triumph, by throwing ſhame and confuſion 
of Face upon them ; there ſhould not always be Storms and Thunder, 4 
clear Sky would ſometime make the Church more like Heaven, and would 
be more tuwards the reclaiming thoſe wanderers, than a perperual Terrour, 
which ſeemeth to have no intermitiion, for there is in many, and particu- 
larly in Engliſh-Men, a miſtaken Pleaſure, in relilting the dictares of Ri- 
gorous Authority ; a Stomach that riſerh againſt a hard impoſition, nay, in 
lone, raiſe even a-luſt in ſuffering from a wrong point of Honour, which 
doth nor want her greater Applauſe, from the greater part of Mankind, 
who have nor learnt to diſtinguiſh 3 Conftancy will be thought a Vertue e- 
ven where it is a miſtake ; and the ill Jadging World will be apt to think 
that Opinion in thought which produceth the greateſt number ot thoſe who 
are willing to ſuffer for ir ; allthis is prevented, and fallerh ro the ground,by 
uſing well-timed Indulgence ; and the ftabborn Adverſary who values him- 
ſelf upon his reſiltance whiltt he is oppref(&d, yieldeth inſenſibly to kind Me- 
thods, when they are apply'd ro him, and rhe ſame Man naturally melterh 
into Conformity, who perhaps would never have been beaten into ir. We 
may be taught by the Compaſſion that arrenderh the molt Criminal Men 
when they are Condemn'd, that Faults are more natural things rhan Puniſh- 
ments, and that even the moſt necetfary acts of ſeveriry do ſome kind of 
violence to our Nature, whoſe Indulgence will net be confin'd within the 
ftrair bounds of inexorable Juſtice ; ſo thar rhis ſhould be an Argument for 
genrleneſs, beſides that it is the likelieſt way tro make Men aſham'd of their 
Separation, whilſt the preſſing them roo hard, rendeth rather to make them 
proud of it. 

Our Trimmer would have the Clergy ſupported in their lawful Rights, 
and in all the Power and Dignity that belongerh ro them, and yer he think- 
cth poilibly there may be in ſome of them a roo grear eagerneſs to extend 
the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction 3 which though it may be well intended, yer 
che ſtraining of it too high hath an appearance of Ambition, that cauſerh ma- 
ny Objections to it, and it is very unlike the Apoſtolick Zeal, which was 
quire otherwiſe employ'd, that the World draweth Inferences from it, which 
do the Church no ſervice. 

He is troubled to fee Men of all ſides fick of a Calenture of a miſtaken 
Devorion, and it ſeemerth ro him that the devour Fire of murual -Chariry, 
with which the Primitive Chriſtians were inflam'd, is long fince extinguiſh'd, 
and inſtead of it a devouring Fire of Anger and Perſecution breakerh our in 
the World ; we wrangle now one with another about Religion, rill the 
Cloud comerh, whilſt the Ten Commandments have no more Authority 
with us, than'if they were ſo many obſolere Laws or Proelamations our of 
date ; he thinks that a Nation will hardly be mended by Principles of Reli- 
gion, where Moraliry is made a Hereſie ; and therefore as he believerh De- 
votion miſplac'd where ir gitteth into a Conventicle, he concludeth that Loy- 
alty is fo, when lodg'd in a drunken Club, thoſe Verrues deſerve a berrer 
Sear'of Empire, and they are degraded, when fuch Men undertake their de- 
fence, as have ſo grearneed for:an Apology themſelves. | 

 'Our Trimmer wiſheth that ſome knowledge may go along with the Zeal 
on the right fide, and that thoſe _—_— poſſeffion of rhe Pulpit, would 
2 quore 
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quote at leaſt ſo often the Authoriry of the Scriprures, as do they that of the 
Stare ; there are many who borrow too often Arguments trom the Govern- 
ment, to uſe againſt their Adyerſarics, and neglect thoſe that are more 
proper, and would be more powerful ; a Divine grows lels, and purteth 
a diminution cn his own Character, when he quoreth any Law bur that ot 
God Almigliy, to ger the better of rhote who conrelt with him ; and ir is a 
ſign of a decay'd Contutution, when Nature with good Diet cannot expel 
noxious Humours withour calling Foreign Drugs to her A-:fittance ; fo it 
looketh like want of Health in a Church, when inſtead of depending upon 
that Truth which ir holdeth, and the good Examples of them thar reach ir, 
to ſupport ir ſelf, and to ſupprels Errors, it ſhould have a perpetual recourie 
to the ſecular Authority, and even upen the ſlightett occalions. 

Our Trimmer hath his Objections to the too haſty diligence, and to the G- 

verdoing of ſome of the diſſenting Clergy, and he doth as little approve ct 
thoſe of our Church, who wear God Almighry's Liveries, as ſome old War- 
ders in the Tower do the Kings, who do nothing in their place bur receive 
their Wages for it ; he thinketh thar the Liberty of the lare times gave Mcn 
ſo much Light, and diffuſed ir fo univerſally amongſt the Pcople, that they 
are not now to be dealr with, as they might have been of lets enquiry ; and 
therefore though in ſome well choſen and dearly beloved Auditories, goo 
reſolute Nonſence back'd with Authority may prevail, yer generally Men 
are become fo good Judges of what they hear, that the Clergy ought to be 
yery wary how they go about ro impole upon their Underitandings, which 
| are grown leſs humble than in former times, when the Men in black had 
made Learning ſuch a Sin in the Lairy, rhar for fear of offending, they 
made a Conſcience of being able to read ; but now the World is grow :1 
fawcy, and do expect Reaſons, and good ones too, before they give up their 
own Opinions to other Mens Dictates, though nevcr ſo Magilterially deliver'd 
to them. 

Our Trimmer is far from approving the Hypocrifie which ſeemeth ro be 
the reigning Voice amongit ſome of the Difſenting Clergy, he thinketh ir the 
molt Og ſin Men can be guilty of, in Relation ro Heaven, and yer 
( which may ſeem flrange ) thar very fin which ſhall deſtroy the Soul of the 
Man who Preaches, may help to. {ave thoſe of the Company that hear him, 
and even thoſe who are cheated by the falſe Oltentation of his ftrictneſs of 
Life, may by thar Pattern be encouraged to the real Practice of thoſe Chri- 
{tian Vertues which he doth ſo deceirfully. profeſs ; ſo that the dereitation of 
this fault may poſſibly be carry'd on too far by our own Orthodox Divines, 
if they think it cannot be enough expreſs'd withour bending the Stick ano- 
ther way 3; a dangerous Method, and a worſe Extream for Men of that Cha- 
rater, who by going to the ourward line of Chriſtian Liberty, will certain- 
ly encourage others to go beyond it : No Man doth leſs approve the ill-bred 
Methods of ſome of the Diſſenters, in rebuking Authority, who bchave them- 
{clves as if they. thought ill manners neceflary to Salvation, yer he cannot 

.bur diſtinguiſh and defire a Mean between the ſawcyneſs of ſome of the 
Scotch Apoſtles, and the undecent Courtſhip of ſome of the Silken Divines, 
who, one would: think,. do praCtice.ta bow az. the Attar, only to kar to 


make the berrer Legs ar Court, a 
; Our 
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Our Trimmer approveth the Principles of our Church, that Dominion is 
nor tounded in Grace, and: that our Obedience is ro be given to a Popiſh 
King in other things, at the fame time thar our Compliance with him in his 
Religion is ro be deny'd, yet he cannot bur think it an extraordinary thin 
if a Proteltant-Church ſhould by a voluntary Election chule a Papiſt for 
rcheir Guardian, and receive Directions for tupporting our Religion from one 
who mult believe it a Morral Sin not to endeavour to deſtroy it ; ſuch a re- 
fined piece of Breeding would nor teem to be very well plac'd in the Clergy, 
who will hardly find Pretidents to jultitie ſuch an-extravagant piece of Court- 
ſhip, and which is fo unlike the Primitive Merhods, which oeght to be our 
Pattern; he hath no ſuch unreaſonable tendernels for any forrs of Men, as 
to expect rheir faulrs ſhould nor be impartially laid open as often as they give 
occalion for ir ; and yer he cannot bur ſmile ro ſee the ſame Man, who ſer 
reth up all the Sails of his Rherorick, ro fall upon Diffenters ; when Po- 
pery 15 to be handled, he dorh ir fo gingerly, that he looketly like an Ais 
mumbling of Thittles, to afraid ke is of lerring. himſelf toofe uptn' a Sul>- 
ject, where he may be in danger of letting his Duty ger-rhe better of: his 
Diſcretion. 

Our Trimmer is far from reliſhing the impertinent Wandrings of tl:ole 
who pour our long Prayers upon the Congregations, and all from their owt: 
Srock, which God knows, for the molt part, is a barren Soil, which prodis 
ceth Weeds inſtead of Flowers, and by this means they expole Retigion i; 
ſelf, rather'than promote Mens Devotions :. On the other fide, -there-may 
be roo grear reſtraint put upon Men, whom God and Nature hath diltin- 
guiſhed from their'Fellow-Labourers, by bletiling them with a happier Ta- 
lent, and by giving then nor only good Senſe, bur a powerful Utterance too, 
hath enabled them ro guſſh our upon the arrentive Audirory with a mighty 
ſtream of devour and unattected Eloquence ; when a Man qualified, endu- 
ed with Learning too, and above thar, adorn'd with.a good Life, breaks out 
into a warm and well-deliver'd Prayer, before his Sermon, it hath the ap- 
pearance of a Divine Rapture, he raifeth and leaderh the Hearts of the Af 
ſembly in another manner than the moſt Compos'd or bett Studied Form of 
Ser Words can ever do; and the Pray-wees, who ſerve up altthe Sermon 
with the ſame Garniſhing, would look like fo many Starues, or. Men-of Straw 
in the Pulpit, compar'd with thoſe who ſpeak with ſuch a Powerful Zeal, 
that Men are tempred at the mament to believe Heaven it ſelf hatlydirected 
their Words to them. 

Our Trimmer is not ſo unreaſonably indulgent to the Difſenters, as to ex- 
caſe the Irregularities of their Complaims, and to-approve their threatning 
Stiles, which is ſo ill ſited ro their Circumſtances, as welf as to their Duty 3 
he would have them to ſhew their Gries, and not their Anger to the Govern- 
ment, and by ſacha Submifſion to Authority, as becomes them, if they can- 
not acquieſce in what is impoſed ; ler them deſerve a Legiſlative Remedy to 
their Sufferings, there-beingno other way to give them. perfect redvels; and 
either to ſcek ir, or pretend to give it by any other Method, would not on- 
ly be vain bur criminal roo in thoſe that go abour it ; yet with all this, there 
may in the mean rime be a prudential Larizude left, as ro the manner of 


preyenting.the Laws now in force againſt them * The Government is y ſome 
epree. 


1$ The CharaBev of a Trimmer. 


degree an{werable for luch an Adminiſtration of them, as may be free from 
the Cenſuge of Impartial Judges ; and in order to that, ir would be nece(- 
fary rat one of thele Merhods be purſued, either to ler looſe the Laws to their 
utmolt extent, without any Moderationor Reſtramr, in which at leait the E- 
quality of the Government would be withour Objection, the Penalties being 
exacted withour Remitiion from the Diiſſenters of all kinds ; or it that will 
not be done (and indeed there is no reaſon it ſhould) there is a neceflity of 
ſome Connivance to the Proteſtant Ditlenters to execure that which in Hu- 
manity mult be allowed to the Papitts, even withour any leaning towards 
them, which mult beſuppoled in thoſe who are or ſhall be in the Adminittra- 
tion of publick Buſineſſes ; and ir will follow that, according ro our Circum- 
ſtances, the diſtinction of ſuch Connivance muſt be made in 12ch manner, 
that the greateſt part of it may fall on the Proreſtanc fide, or elſe the Ob- 
jedtions wil be (o ttrong, and the Inferences 1o clear, that the Friends, as 
well as the Enemies of the Crown, will be ture to rake hold of them. 

It will not be fafficienttofay, the Papitts may be conniv'd at, becauſe they 
be good Subjects, bur not the Proreftant Ditſenters, becauſe they are ill 
ones ; theſe general Maxims will not convince diſcerning Men,neither will a- 
ny late Inſtances make them forger what hath paſſed at other runes in the 
World ; both ſides have had their Turns of being good and ill Subjects, 
therefore 'tis eafie to imagine whar ſuſpicions would ariſe 1n the preſent con- 
juncture, if ſuch a partial Argument as this ſhould be impos'd upon us ; the 
erurh-is, the Matter ſpeakerh lomuch of it ſelf, that it 1s nor only. utneceſſa- 
ry, bur it may be unmannerly ro ſay/any more of ir. 

Our Trimmer therefore wiſheth, that tince norwirhſtanding the Laws 
which deny Churches to fay Maſs in; nor only the Exerciſe, bur allo the 
Oktentation of Popety is as well or better performed in 'the'Chappels of f© 
many Foreign Minifters, where the Eng/iſh openly retort in ſpight of Procla- 
matidns and Otders of Council, whichare grown to be as harmleſs things'ro 
them, as the Popes:Bulls and Excommunications are to Hereticks whore our 
of his reach 5 1 ay he could with rhat by a ſeafonable as well as an equal 
piece of Juſtice, there might be fo | nach: contideration-had of the Proteſtane 
Diffenters, '4s thar rhete might be ar fdmetimies, and ar ſome places, a Veil 
thrown over an Innocent and retired Conventicle, and that fuch an Indub 
gence might be prattic'd with lefs prejudice'to the-Church, or diminurion to 
the Laws, it'niight be done ſo as to look rather like a kind Omiſlion to en- 
quire too ſtriftly, than an allow'd Toleration of that which is againſt rhe 
Rule Eſtabliſhed. | 

Sach a Skilful hand asthis is very neceflaty 'in our-Circumſtances, and 
the Government by making Men entirely deſperate, doth not only ſecure- it 
ſelf from danger of any Wild or Villanious attempts; bur layeth ſuch a 
Foundation for healing and uniring Laws, "when ever a Parliament ſhall 
meet, thar the Seeds of Differences and Animofities berween the contending 
fidesznay ('Heaven' conſenting ) 'be-for ever deftray'd. 
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The Trimmer's Opinion concerning 
the Papiſts. 


T O ſpeak of Popory lcadeth me inro ſuch a Sea of Marrer, that ir is nor 
eahe ro forbear launching into it, being invited by ſuch a truirtul ttream, 
and by a varicty never to be exhauited ; bur ro-contine-ir ro the preſent Sab- 
ject, I will only tay a ſhort word of rhe Religion it (elf, of is 1nthuences here 
at this rune ; and of Trammer's Opinion in Relation to our living 'wirh them. 

If a Man would ſpeak Malicioutly of this/Religion, one might fay it 1s 
like Dileaſes, where as long as one drop of the Infection reinains, there 
is ttill danger of having the whole Mails of Blood corrupted by it. In 
Swedeland there was an ablolure Cure, and nothing ok, Popery hcard of , 
till Queen Chyytiaus ( whaiber mov'd with Arguments of this or the 
other World, may not be good Manners to enquire ) thought fit ro change 
her Religion and Cuuntry, and live at Rome, where the might find berter 
Judges of her Vertues, and lets ungentle Cenſures of thoſe Prineely Liber- 
ties ſhe was ſometimes di{poted ro; than ſhe Tefr at Srookbolme; where the 
good breeding is much interiour ro that of Rome, as well as rhe Civility of 
the Religion : The Cardinals having reſcued the Church from thoſe Clowiuth 
Methods the Fiſher-men had tirlt jintroduc'd, and mended that Patrern 10 
eftectually, thar a Man of that Age, if he ſhould now come into the World, 
would nor po:hkbly know 1r. 

In Denmark the Reformation was entire, in ſome States of Germany, 
as well as Geneva, the Cure was univerial ; but in the ret of the World 
where the Proteitant Religion took place, rhe Popiſh Humoar was roo 
high to be totally expeli'd, and fo it was in England, though the Change 
was made with all the advantage imaginable ro the Reformarion , it be- 
ing countenanCc'd and introduced by Legal Authority, and by that means 
might have been perhaps as perfect as in -any” other Place, it the ſhore 
Reign of Edward the Sixth, and rhe Succeſſion of a Popiſh Queen had not 
given ſuch advantage to that Religion, that it hath ſubfiſted- ever ſince un- 
der all the hardſhips that have been pur upon ir 3 ir hath been a ſtrong Com- 
padt Body, and made rhe more fo by theſe Sufferings ; it was not ſtrong 
enough to prevail, but ir was able with the help of Rome, ro carry on an 
Iwereft which gave the Crown trouble, and ro make a conliderable ( not 
to fay dangerous ) Figure in the Nation 3 ſo much as this could nor have 
been done without ſome hopes, nor thele hopes kept up without ſome 
reaſonable grounds : In Queen Elizabeth's time, the Spaniſh Zeal for their 
Religion, and the Revenge for $8, gave warmth for the Papiſts here, and 
above all the fight of the Queen of Scores to ſucceed, while ſhe lived, ſuf- 
ficient to give a berrer proſpect of their Aﬀairs. In King Famer's time 
the Spaniſh Match, and his gentleneſs towards them, which they were ready 
to interpret more in their own Favour, than was either reaſonable or be- 
came them, ſo lirtle renderneſs they have, even where it is moſt due, if the 
Inereſt of their Religion comerh in competition with it. FR 
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As for the late King, though he gave the moſt Glorious Evidence that 
ever Man did of his bcing a Proteitant, yer, by the more than ordinary 
Intuence the Queen was thought to have over him, and it fo happening 
that the greateſt part of his Anger was directed againit the P::r:rans, there 
was ſuch an advantage to Men to ſuſpect, rhar they were ready to interprer 
it a leaning towards Popery, withour which handle it was Morally impo(- 
ſible thar the ill-aftected part of the Nation could ever have fcduc'd the reſt 
into a Rebellion. . 

That which help'd ro confirm many well-meaning Men in their Miſap- 
prehenſioas of the King, was the long and unuſual intermitfiion of Par- 
liaments, ſo thar every year that paſſed without one, made up a new Ar- 
gument t9 increale their Suſpicion, and made them prelume that the Pa- 
pilts had a principal hand in keeping them off : Thus raiſed ſuch hears in 
Mens Minds, to think that Men who are obnoxious to the Laws, inſtead 
of being puniſhed, ſhould have Credit enough to ſerve themlelves, even ar 
the price of deſtroying the Fundamental Conttitution ; that it broke our 
into a Flame, which, before it could be quenched, had almoſt reduc'd the 
Nation to Aſhes. 

Among(t the miſerable Effects of that unnatural War, none hath been 
more fatal ro us, than the forcing our Princes to breathe in another Air, 
and to receive the early impreflions of a Foreign Education ; the Barba- 
rity of the Engl; towards the King and the Royal Family, might very 
well rempt him to think the berter of every thing he found abroad, and might 
naturally produce more gentleneſs, at leaſt, rowards a Religion by which 
he was hoſpitably receiv'd, and the fame time he was thrown off and Per- 
ſecured by the Proteſtants ( though his own Subjects) to aggravate the 
Offence. The Queen Mother ( as generally Ladies do with Age ) grew 
moſt deyour and earneſt in her Religion 3 and befides the Temporal Re- 
wards of getting larger Subſidiez from the French Clergy, ſhe had Motives 
of another kind, to perſwade her to ſhew her Zeal ; and fince by the Re- 
man Diſpenſatory, a Soul converted to the Church is a Soveraign Remedy, 
and layeth up a mighty ſtock of Merit 3 ſhe was follicirous to ſecure her: 
ſelf in all Events, and therefore firlt fer upon the Duke of Glouceſter, who 
depended ſo much upon her good will, that ſhe mighr for thar reaſon be- 
licve rhe Conqueſt would-nor be difficult ; bar ir ſo fell out, that he, either 
from his own Conſtancy, or that he had thoſe near him by whom he was 
otherways advisd, choſe rather to run away from her importunity, than by 
ſtaying to bear the continual weight of it : Ir is believ'd this had berter ſuc- 
cels with another of her Sons, who, if he was not quire brought off from: 
our Religion, ar leaſt, ſuch beginnings were mo. as made them yery catie 
to be {iniſh'd ; his being of a generous and aſpiring Nature, and in that re-; 
ſpect, leſs patient in the drudgery of arguing, might poſſibly help to recom- 
mend a Church to him, thar exempreth the Laity from the vexation of en- 
quiring 3 perhaps he might (though by miſtake ) look upon that Religion 
as more favourable to the enlarged Power of Kings, a Confideration which: 
might have its weight with a young Prince un bis warm Blood, and that was 
brought up in Arms. 

Can® 
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| I caungt hinder my felf from a ſmall digreflion, ro conkder with admi- 
wk be Old Lady of Revs, with all.her wolnhles Hor yerhave Chang 

 (abdue great Princes, 1o painted, yer io pretending, after: 
aus  lepord, and murther'd ſo many of her Lovers, ſhe itil fnderhorhes! 
glad and proud of, their new Chains; a, thing to ſtrange, . to. indifferent 
Judges, that thoſe who will allow no othen Miracles in the Churchiof Rome, 
mult needs grant that this is one nor to be conteſted ; the ſerrerh in her Shop,' 
and felleth at dear Rates her Rattles and her Hobby-Horles, whilſt the 
deluded World {till continues to furniſh her with Cultomers. 

Bur whither am I carried with this Comtemplarion ? it is high time to 
rerurn ro my Text, and ro conſider the wonderful manner of the King's 
coming home again, led by the hand of Heaven, and called by the Voice 
of his own People, who receiv'd him, if poſſible, with Joys equal to the 
Blefling of Peace and Union which his Reitauration brought along with ir ; 
by this there was an end put to the hopes ſome might have abroad, of ma- 
king uſe of his leſs happy Circumſtances, ro throw him into Foreign In- 
rereits and Opinions, which had been wholly inconſiſtent with our Religion, 
our Laws, and all other things that are dear to us ;- yer for all this, ſome of 
thoſe Tinctures and Impreffions might ſo far remain, as though they were 
yery innocent in him, yer they might have ill effects, by ſofrning the Ani- 
moliry which ſeems neceffary ro 'the Defender of the Proteſtant Faith, in 
oppotition to ſuch a powerful and irreconcilable an Enemy. | 

You may be ſure, that among all the forts of Men who apply'd them- 
ſelves to the King ar his firſt coming, for his Protection, the Papitis were not 
the laſt ; nor, as they fain would have flatter'd themſelves, the leaft wel- 
come, having their paſt Sufferings, as well as their preſent Profeſſions to re- 
commend them ; and rhere was ſomething that look'd like a Conſiderable 
Conſideration of them, fince fo it happened, that the Indulgence promiſed 
to Diſſenters at Breda, was carried on in ſuch a manner, that the Papiſts 
were to divide with them ; and tho' the Parliament, notwithſtanding its Re- 
ſignation tro the Crown in all other things, reje&ted with ſcorn and anger a 
Declaration fram'd for this purpoſe, yer the Birth and ſteps of it gave ſuch 
an Alarm, that Mens ſuſpicions once raiſed, were nor eafily laid aſleep again. 

To omit other things, the breach: of rhe Tripple League, and the Dutch 
War with its. appurtenances, carried Jealoufies ro the higheſt pitch imagi- 
nable, and fed the hope of one Party, and the fears of the other ro ſuch a 
degree, thar ſome Critical Reſolutions were generally expected, when the 
il ſucceſs of that War, and the Sacrifice Fame thought fir ro make of the 
Papiſts here, to. their own Intereſt abroad, gave another Check ; and the 
Act of enjoyning the Teſt -on all Officers, was thought to be no ill Bar- 
gain ro the Natien, though boughr at the Price of 1200000 pound, and 
the Money apply'd to-continue the War againſt the Dutch, than which. no- 
thing could be more-unpopaular or leſs approv'd ; notwithſtanding thoſe 
diſcouragements, Popery is a Plant that may be mowed down, bur rhe 
Root will till remain, and in ſpire of the Laws, ir will ſprout up and 
grow again 3 "_—_ if it ſhould happen that there ſhould. be Men in 
Power,who inſtead of Weeding it our of our Garden, will rake care tro Che- 
riſh and keep it alive ; and though th Law of excluding them un 
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Places was tolerably 'kepr-as to their ourward Form, yet there were ma- 
ny Circamftanees, which being improv'd by .the- quick-ſighted Malice of 
it-affected Me, did tgp to keep up the World in their fulpicions, and to 
blow np Jealoufies x0 fach a height both in and -onr* of Parfiament, thar 
the remembrance of them is very unpleaſant, and the Exampte fo extra- 
vagatir, thar'it is to be hop'd nothing in our Age like it will — 
but to come cloſer ro the Caſe in queſtion,” in this Condirian we ftand with 


the Papiſts, what ſhall now be done according to our Trimmer's Opinion, 
in order to the berter clearing of this Grievance, fince, as I haye faid be- 
fore, there is no hopes of being entirely free from it? Papifts we mutt 
have among us, and-if their-Religion keep them from bringing Honey to 
the Hive, let the Government try ar leaft by gentle and ngt by violent 
imcans to take away the Sting from them !- rhe firit Foundation to be laid 
is, that a diſtin&t Conſideration is to be had of the Papiſts Clergy, who 
have ſuch an Eſſential Intereſt againſt all accommodarion, that it is a 

lets thing to propoſe any thing to them leſs than all ; their Stomachs have 
been fit for it ever finee the Reformation, they have pinn'd themſelves 
to a Principle chat admirs no mean ; they believe Proteftants will be 
damn'd, and therefore by an extraordinary Effect of Chriftian Charity , 
they would deſtroy one half of Eng/and, that the other might be fved 
then for the World, they muſt be in poſſeffion for God Almighty, to re- 
ceive his Rents for him, not ro accompr till rhe Day of Judgment, which 
is a good kind of Tenure, and ye cannot well blame the good Men, that 
will ſtir up the Laity to run any hazard in order to the getting them re- 
ftor'd : Whar is it ro the Prieſt, if the deluded Zealot undoes himſelf in 
the Arrempt ? He fingeth Maſſes as joyfully, and with as good a Voice ar 
Rome, or St. Omers, as ever- he did ; is a fingle Man, and can have no 
wants but ſuch as may be eafily ſupply'd, yer that he may nor ſeem alto- 
gether infenſible, or ungrateful ro thole that are his Martyrs, he is ready to 
aſſure their Executors, and if they pleafe, will procure a Grant ſub Anulo 
Piſcators, that the good Man by being changed, hath got a good Bargain, 
and fay'd the finging of ſome hundred of years, which he would elfe have 
had in Purgatory ; there's no Cure for thoſe forts of Men, no Expedient to 
be d, to that tho' the utmoſt ſeverity of the Laws againſt rhem,may in 
ſome ſort be mitigared, yet no Treaty can be made with Men who in this 
Caſe have no Free-will;bur are fo muffled by Zeal,tyed by Vows.and kept up 
by ſuch unchangeable Maxims of the Prieſthood, thar they are to be left as 
deſperate Patients, and look'd upon as Men that will continue in an Eternal 
Nate of Hoftiliry, till the Narion is entirely fubdued ro them ; it is then only 
the Lay Papiſts thar are capable of being treated with, and we are to exa- 
mine of what remper they ate, and what Ar ts are the moſt likely to 
prevail upon them, and how *ris adviſeable for rhe Government to be In 
dufgent unto them ; the Lay Papifts generally keep their Religion, rather 
becauſe they will not break Company with thoſe of their Party, than out 
of any ſerked Zeal rhat hath Root in therft; moſt of them do by the Me- 
diarion of rhe Prieſts Marry one another, and by keeping up. an ignorant 
Opinion by —_— one fide ; others took upon it as the Eſcurcheons, 
the inore. Andent Religion of rhe two 3-and as ſome Men of a good Pedi- 
Bree, 
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ree, will deſpiſe meaner Men, tho' never fo much ſuperior* to chem by 
; oats {o theſe -underyatue Reformation as an Upſtact, and think there 
is more Honour in ſupporting an old Error, than in Embracing what feem- 
eth'to be a new Truth ; the Laws have made them Men of Pleaſure, by 
excluding them from Publick Bulinefs, and ir happens well thcy are fo, 
ſince they will the more eaſily be perlwaded by Arguments of caſe and Con- 
veniency to them ; they have not put off the Man in general, nor the 
Engliſhman in particular ; thole who in the late ſtorm againlt them wenr 
into other Countries, tho* they had all the Advantage that might recom- 
mend them to a' good Receprion, yet ih a little rime rhey choſe to ſteal 
over again, and hve here with hazard, rather than abroad with ſecurity ; 
there is a Smell iti our Natural Earth berrer than all the Perfumes in the Eait ; 
there is ſomething in a Mother, tho' never ſo Angry, that the Children will 
more Naturally truſt ſooner, than the ſtudied Civiliries of Strangers, ler 
them! be never ſo Hoſpitable ; therefore *cis not adviſeable, nor agreeing 
with the Rutes of Governing Prudence, to provoke Men by hardihips te 
forget that Nature, which elle is ſure ro be of our fide, | | 
When theſe Men by fair Uſage are put again into their right Senſes , 
they will have quite differing Refleftions from thoſe which Ri and 
Perſecution had raiſed m them: A Lay-Papiſt will firſt  confider his 
Abby-Lands, which notwithſtanding whatever hath or can be alledged , 
muſt fink conſiderably in the Value, the moment that Popety prevaileth ; 
and it being a Diſputable Matter whether Zeal might not in a little rime 
ger the berrer of the Law in that caſe; a conſiderirg Man will admit 
that as an Argument to perſwade him, to be content with things as they 
are, rather than run this or any other hazard by Change, in which perhaps 
he may have no other Advantage, than that his new humble Confeflor may 
be rais'd to a Biſhoprick, and from thence look down fupetciliouſly upon 
his Parron, or which is'worſe, run to rake Poſlefſion, for God Almighty -of 
his Abby, in ſuch manner as the uſurping Landlord | (as he will then be 
called)ſhall hardly be admirred ro. be ſa much as a Tenant ro his own Lands, 
left his Title ſhould prejudice that of the'Church, which will then be the _. 
Language ; he will think what diſadvantage *tis. to be look'd upon as a 
ſeparare Creature, depending upon Foreign Intereſt and Authority, and 
for that reaſon, expos'd ro the Jealouſfic and Suſpicion of his Country- 
Men ; he will reflect what an Incumbrance it 1s to have his Houſe a 
Paſture for Hargry Pricſts ro grow.in, | which | have fach a never-fai 
ing Influence upon: "the Fooliſh, which is the greateſt , part. of every 
Man's Family, that a Man's Dominion, even -qver his ,own-Chi 
is mangled and divided, 'if not totally undermin's by them ; then to 
be ſubject ro what Arbitrary Taxes the Popiſh Convacations ſhall in- 
poſe upon them for the carrying on the Common Intereſt of - that Re- 
ligion, under Penalty of being mark'd gut for half Hereticks by .the 
reſt of the Laity, to have no ſhare in Pytinek, no oppo runity of ſheyw- 
ing his own Value't6” the World ; to live ar the. belt, an uſeleſs , and 
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ment of. a dull. Plenty, thar producerh no good for the Mind,. which. will e-, 
yer be conlider'd in the place by a Man chart hath a Spul 3 when, he ſhould 
think, that. if his Religion, afier his wading through a des, of loud, come 
at laſt to prevail, it would infinitcly leflen, 1f nor entirely. deſtroy the Glory, 
Riches, Strength and Liberty of his own Country ; and-whar a Sacrifice is 
this to make to Rome, where they are wiſe enough ro wonder thete ſhould 
be ſuch Fools in, the World, as to ventare, {truggle, and contend, nay, e- 
veri to die Martyrs for that which ſhould ir ſucceed, would prove a Judg: 
ment inſtead of a Blejiing to them.z he will conclude thar the adyantages of 
throwing ſome of their Children back again to God Almighty when they 
have roo many of them, are nor, equal. to the, Inconyeniencics they. may e1- 
ther feel or fear, by continuing their ſeparation from the Religion eſtabliſh- 
ed. | 5 
Moral things will bave their weight in the World, and though'Zeal may 
prevail for a time, and ger the better. in a Skirmiſh, yer the War enderh ge- 
nerally; on the fide of Fleſh and Bloud,” and. will do 1o till Mankind is ano- 
ther thing than ir is ar-preſent ; And therefore a wile Papilt.in cold Bloud, 
conſidering theſe and many, other Circymiſtances, *xwill be worth his pains to 
ſee if he can unmufflle himſelf from the Mask of Infallibility, will think ir 
reaſonable to ſer his impriſon'd Senſes ar Liberty, and thar he hath a right 
to ſee with his own Eyes, hear with hisown Ears, and judge by his own Rea- 
ſon. ,. The conſequence of which muſt probably be, that weighing things in 
a right Scale, and ſeeing them in.heir true Colours, he would diſtinguith be- 
rwetenthe merit of Suffering for a good Cauſe, and the fooliſh oſtentation gf 
diiWing inconveniencies. upon himſelf; / and therefore would not be unwil- 
ſing. ro beconvinc'd that our Proteſtant Creed may make him happy in the 
other World, ;and the eaſier in this. A few of ſuch wile Proſelires, would 


4 Union, that all good Men would have reaſon to rejoyce at ir. Bur we are 
Kirid and reconciling. Arguitients. © Nechinn lo againſt our Nature, as to 


.nay, more 
dying etnktvks withour the Solemnity of being reyok'd, apy otherwiſe 
th#t by the common confent 6f, Mankind, who do ceaſe ro Execute, - when 
"e gi tous that firſt Created and Sarisfy'd by the Ri- 
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Our Trmmmer is not eager to pick our ſome places in Hiſtory againſt this 
or any other Party 3; quite contrary, is very follicirous ro find our any thing 
that may be healing, and tend roan Agreement ; bur to preſcribe the Means 
of this Gentlencls 1o as ro make ir effectual, mu!t come trom the only place 
that. can furniih Remedies for this Cure, 47. a Parliament, In the mean 
time, it is to be withed there may be fuch a murual Calmneſs of Mind, as 
thar the Prorettants might not be to jealous, as itill ro ſmell the Match thar 
was to blow up the King, and both Houſes in the Gunpowder Treaſon, or 
ro {tart at every appearance of Popery, as if it were uſt raking potletiion. 
On the other lide, ler not the Papitts ſuffer themſelves ro be led by any hopes, 
though never lo flattering, ro a Confidence or Oſtentation which mult pro- 
voke Men to be leſs kind ro them ; let them uſe Modeſty on their fides, and 
the Proteſtant's Indulgence on theirs; and by this means there will be an 
over-looking of all Venial Faults, a tacit connivance at all things that do nor 
carry Scandal with it, and it would amount to a kind of Natural Diſpenſa- 
tion with the ſevere Laws, fince there would be no more Acculers to be found, 
where the occaſions of Anger and Animoſiry once remov'd. Ler the Papilts 
in the mean time remember, that there is a reſpect due from all lefſer Num- 
bers to greater, a deference ro be paid by an Opinion that is Exploded, ro 
one that is Eſtabliſhed ; ſuch things well digeſted will have an intluence up- 
on their Behaviour, and produce ſuch a Temper as muſt win the moſt ea- 
ger Adverſaries out of their ill Humour to them, and give them a Title to 
all the Favour thar may be confittent with the Publick Peace and Security. 
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The Trimmer s Opinion in Relation 
to Things Abroad, 


Y re World is ſo compos'd, that ir is hard, if not impoſible, for a Na- 
tion not 30 be a great deal involy'd in the Fare of rheir Neighbours ; 
and though by the Felicity of our Scituation, weare more Independent than 
any other People, yer we have in all Ages been concern'd for our own (clves 
in the Revolutions abroad. There was a time when England was the over- 
Ballancing Power of Chriſtend,n, and that cither by Inheritance, or Con- 
queſt, the better part of France receiv'd Laws from us ; after thar we 
being reduc'd into our own Limits, France and Spain became the Rivals 
for the Univerſal Monarchy, and our third Power, though in it ſelf le than 
either of the other, hapned to be Superiour ro any of them, by rhar choice 
we had of throwing the Scales on that fide-ro which we we gave our Friend- 
fhip. 1 do not know whether this Figure did not make us as great as our 
Formal Conqueſt, to be a perpetual Umpire berween rhe rwo great Con- 
tending Powers, who gave us all their Courtſhip, and offer'd all their In- 
eenſe ar our Altar, whilſt the Fate of either Prince ſeemed to depend upon 
the Orgcles we deliver'd. For the King of England to fit on his Throne, as 
in the Supream Court of Juſtice, ro which the rwo laſt make their Appeal, 
an 
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and after rhe rwo great Monarchs had pleaded rheir Canſe, and expected 
their Senrence ; for the King of England, I fay, then to declare which fide 
was inthe right, or ar leaſt if we pleas'd, which fide ſhould have the bercer 
of ir, was a piece of Greatneſs which was peculiar ro us, and no wonder if 
we endeavour to preſerve it, as we did for a confiderable time, it being our 
Safery, as well as Glory, to maintain ir. Bur by a Farality upon our Coun- 
cils, or by the retin'd Policy of this latter Age, we have thought fit to uſe In- 
duſtry to deitroy this mighry Power, which we have ſo long enjoyed ; and 
that equality berween the rwo Monarchs, which we might for ever have 
preſerved, hath been «chiefly broken by us, whoſe Interett it was above all 
others to maintain ir 3 when one of them, like rhe over-flowing of the Sea, 
had gained more upon the orher than our conveniency, or indeed our fafery 
would allow, inſtead of mending the Banks, or making new ones, we our 
ſelves helpr ro cut them, to invite and make way fora farther Inundarion. 
France and Spain have had their ſeveral turns in making ule of our Miſtakes, 
and we have been formerly as deaf to the Inflances of the then weaker parr 
of the World, to help them againlt rhe Houſe of Auſtria, as we can now be 
ro the Earneltnels of Sparn, that we would affift them againſt the Power of 
France. Gondamar was as ſawcy, and as powerful too in King Fames's 
Courr, as any French Ambaſſador can kave been ar any time fince, when 
Men rtalkt as wrong then on the Spaniſh fide, and made their Courr by it, as 
any can have done ſince, by talking as much for the French ; fo that from 
that time, inſtead of weighing in a wiſe Ballance the Power of either Crown, 
it looketh as if we had meant only to weigh the Penſions, and take the hea- 
vielt. 
It would be tedious, as well as unwelcome, to recapitulate all our wrong 
ſteps, ſo thar I will go no farther than the King's Reitaurarion, at which 
time the Ballance was on the fide of France, and that by the means of Crom- 
well, whofor a ſeparate Intereſt of his own, had ſacrificed thar of the Nation, 
by joyning with the ſtronger ſide, ro ſuppreſs the Power of Spain, which he 
.ought ro have ſupported. Such a Method wasnartural enough to an Ulurper, 
and ſhew'd he wasnor the Father of the People, by his having fo little care 
of them ; and the Example coming from that hand, one would rhink ſhould, 
for that Reaſon, be leſs likely ro be follow'd. Bur ro go on, here cometh 
the King, follow'd with Courtſhips of all Nations abroad, of which ſome 
did ir not only to forger how familiarly rhey had usd him when he was in 
-ether Circumſtances, but to beſpeak the Friendſhip of a Prince, who, be- 
fides his other Greatneſs, was more conſiderable by being re-eſtabliſht by 
the Love of his People. Frarce had an Intereſt either to diſpoſe us ro.ſo much 
good will, or at leaſt to put us in ſuch a Condition, that we might give no 
Oppoſition to their Deſigns ; and Flanders being a perperual Object in their 
Eye, a laſting Beauty for which they have an incurable Paſſion, and not be- 
ing kind enough to conſent to them, they meditaved ro commit a Rape up- 
on her, which they thought would nor be eafie ro do, whillt England and 
Holland were agreed to reſcue her, whenever they ſhould hear her cry out 
tor help ro them 3 to this end they pur in practice the ſeaſonable and arrifici- 
al Whiſpers, to widen things berween us and the States. Amboyna, and the 
Fiſkery awit be talk'd of here ; the freedom of the Seas, and the preſerya- 
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tion of Trade, muſt be ralk'd of and inlinuated there ; and there 
being combultible matrer on both fides, in a little rime ir rook fire, which 
gave thoſe thar kindled ir, ſufficient cauſe ro ſmile and hug themſelves, ro 
lee us both fall into the Net they had laid for us; and it is obſervable, and 
of good Example to us, if we will rake it, Thar their Deſign being to ſer us 
rogetherar Cutts ro weaken us, they kept themſelves indifferent rillour Vidto- 
ries began to break the Ballance. 'Then the King of France, like a wiſe 
Prince, was reſolved to ſupport the beaten fide, and would no more let the 
Power of the Sea, than we ought to fuffer the Monarchy of Europe, to fall 
into one hand. In purſuance to this, he rook part with the Dutch, and in a 
little rime made. himſelf Umpire of the Peace berween us ; ſome time after, 
upon prerence of his Queen's -Litle ro part of F/ander;, by Right of Devoln- 
rion, he falleth into it with a mighty Force, for which the Spaniards were ſo 
lirtle prepared, that he made a very {wift Progreſs, and had fuch a Torrent 
of undiipured Victory, that England and Holland, though the Wounds they 
had given one another were yer green, being ſtruk with the apprehenſion of 
ſo near a danger to them, thought it neceſfary for their own detence, to make 
up a ſudden League, into which Sweden was taken to interpole for a Peace 
berween the rwo Crowns. 

This had fo good an effect, that France was floprt in its Career, and the 
Peace of Aix le Chapelle was a little after concluded. *T'was a forc'd pur ;. 
and though France wiſely diſſembled their own difatisfaCtion, yer from the 
very moment they reſoly'd ro untie the Triple Knot, whatever it coſt them ; 
for his Chriſtian Majeſty, after his Conquering Meals, ever rileth with a 
Stomach, and he lik'd the Pattern ſo well, that it gave him a longing detfire 
ro have the whole Piece. Amongſt rhe other means uſed for the attaining 
this end, the ſending over the Dutcheſs of Orleans, was not the leaſt pow- 
erful, ſhe was a very welcome. Gueſt here, and her own Charms and Dex- 
rerity joyned with other Adyantages, that might help her perſwaſions, gave 
her ſuch an Aſcendant, that ſhe could hardly fail of ſucceſs. One of the 
Preliminaries of her Treaty, though a trivial thing in ir ſelf, yer was con- 
fiderable in the conſequence, as very ſmall Circumitances often are in rela- 
rion to the Government of the World. About this time a general hnmout 
in oppoſition. to France, had made us throw off their Faſhon, and pur on + 
Veſts, that we might look more like a diltin&t People, and nor be under rhe 
ſerviliry of Imitation, which ever payetha greater deference to the Original, 
than is conſiſtent with the Equality all Independent Narions ſhould pretend 
ro. France did not like this ſmall beginning of ill humours, and leatt of E- 
mulation, wiſely conſidering. that it is a natural IntroduCtion firſt to make 
the World their Apes, that they may be afterwards their Slaves. Ir was 
thought that one of the Inſtructions Madam brought along with her, was 
to laugh us out of theſe Veſts; which ſhe performed fo effectually, thar in a 
moment, like ſo many Footmen who had quitted their Mafters Livery, we 
all rook it again, and return'd ro her Service; fo that the very time of do- 
ing it gave a very critical Advantage to France, ſince it lookt like an Evi- 
dence- of our returning to their- Intereſt, as well as rotheir Faſhion, and 
would pive ſuch a diſtruft of us to our new Allies, that ir might facilitate the 
diſſolation of the Knot, - which ried'thetty ſo- within their bounds, rhat they 
were very impatient till they were freed from the Reſtrainr. Bur 


28 The Charafter of a Trimmer. 


Bur as the Lady had a more extended Commiſion than this, ſhe acquir- 
red her elf ſo eftectually, rhar we double-laid the Foundation for a new. 
ſtrict Alliance, quite contrary to the other, in which we had been (© lately 
engagd. And of this. there were ſuch early appearances, that the World 
began to look upon us as falling into Apoltacy from the Common. Intereſt. 
Norwithſtanding all this, France did not neglect ar'the fame time ro give 
good words to the Durch, and even to feed them with hopes of - ſupporting: 
them againtt us, when on a ſudden, that never-to-be-torgotten Declaration 
of War againit them comerh our, only ro vindicate his own Glory, and to 
Revenge the Injuries done to his Brother of Eng/and, by which he' became. 
our Second in this Duel. So humble can this Prince be, when at the ſame 
time he doth us more Honour than we deſerve, he layerh a greater ſhare of 
the blame upon our ſhoulders, than did naturally belong ro us. The parti-: 
culars of that War, our part in it while we ftaid in, and when we were 
out of breath, our Icaving the French to make an end to fight, are things 
roo well known to make 1t neceſſary, and roo unwelcome in rhenlelves to 
incite me to repeat them. Only the Wiſdom of France is in this ro be 
obſerv'd, That when we had made a ſeparate Peace, which left her fingle 
to oppoſe the united Force of the Confederates, the French were fo tar 
from being angry, that chey would nor ſhew fo much as the leaſt coldnels, 
hoping to get as much by our Mediation for a Peace, as they would have 
expected from our Afliſtance in the War, our Circumſtances at that time 
confider'd. This ſeafonable piece of Indulgence in not reproaching us, 
bur rather allowing thoſe Neceſſities of State which we gave for our Ex- 
cuſe, was ſuch an engaging Method, thar ir went a great way to keep us. 
ſtill in his Chains, when, ro the Eye of the World, we had abſolutely 
broke looſe from him. And as to what pals'd afterwards at Nimeguen, tho' 
the King's Neutrality gave him the outward Figure of a Mediator, it ap- 
pear'd that his Interpoſition was extrreamly ſuſpected of parrtialiry by the 
Confederates, who upon that ground did both at and before the conclu- 
fion of the Treaty, treat his Miniſters there with a great deal of neglect. 
In this Peace, as well as that of the Pzrenean and Aix le Chappelle, the King 
of France, at the moment of making it, had the thought of breaking ir ; for 
a very little time after he broach'd his Imentions of ſeveral new Claims, 
which were things that if they had been offer'd - by a leſs formidable hand, 
would have been ſmiled at ; bur ill Arguments beg ſeconded by good Ar- 
mies, carry ſuch a power with them, that naked ſenle is a very unequal Ad- 
verſary. Ir was thought that theſe aiery Claims were chiefly rais'd with the 
proſpect of gerring Lunenburgh for the Equivalent ;' and this Opinion was 
confirm'd by the blocking it up afterwards, pretending to the Country ad- 
joyning, that it might be entirely furrounded —_— French Dominions. And 
it was ſo preſſed, that it might have fallen in a lirtle time, if the King of 
France had not ſent Orders to his Troops to retire ; at what time his Chriſtian 
Generofiry, which was aſfſign'd for the reaſon of it, made the World ſmile, 
fince ir hath been ſeen how differently his devour Zeal workerh in Hungary. 
Thar ſpecious Reaſon was in many reſpects ill run'd, and France it ſelf gave 
ir ſo faintly, that at; the very time ir lookt out of Countenance. The true 
ground of his Retiring, is'worth our Oblervarion ; for ar the Inſtance Jo ys 
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Confederates, all good Offices were done, and the Memorials given, bur 
all ineffectual till the word Parliament was pur into them. Thar powerful 
word had ſuch an effect, thar even ar thar dittance it rais'd the Siege ; which 
may convince us of what efficacy the King's words are, when he will give 
rhem their full weighr, and threaten with his Parliament. Ir is then thar he 
appears thar great Fugure we ought to repreſent him in our Minds, the Na- 
tion his Body, he the Head, and joyned with that Harmony, that every 
word he pronounceth is the word of a Kingdom. Such words, even by this 
Example, are as effectual, as Fleers and Armies, becauſe they can creare 
them, and without this his word ſounds abroad like a faint Whiſper, thar 
5s either nor heard ( or which is worſe) not minded. Bur rtho' France had 
made rhis ſtep of forced Compliance, it did nor leave off the purſuit of 
their Prerenfions ; and therefore immediately propoſed the Arbirrarion ro 
the King. Bur it appear'd, that notwithſtanding his Merit rowards the 
Confederares, in ſaving Luxenburgh, the remembrances of whar had paſicd 
before, lefr ſuch an ll rafte in their Mouths, they could nor accept it, with- 
our being put into a condition ro diſpoſe of their Interelts, and therefore 
declin'd it by infilting npon a general Treaty, ro which France hath ever 
fince continued ro be averſe. Our grear carneſtnels alſo ro perſwade the 
Confederares to conſent to ir, was fo unuſual, and fo ſuſpicious a Merhod, 
that it might naturally make them believe, that France ſpake ro them by our 
Mouth, and for that Reaſon, if there hath been no other, might hinder the 
accepting it ; and © lirtle care hath been raken to cure rhis, and other Jea- 
louties the Confederates may have entertain'd, that quire contrary, their 
Miniſters here every day take freſh Alarms, from what they obſerve in 
fmall as well as grearer Circumſtances ; and they being apr both to rake 
and-improve apprehenfions of this kind, draw ſuch Inferences from rhem, 
as make thenv entirely deſpair of us. 

Thus we now ſtand, far from being innocent Spectators of our Neigh- 
bours Ruine, and by a faral miſtake forgerring whar a certain Fore-runner 
it is to onr own. And now it's rime our Trimmer ſhould tell ſomething of 
his Opinion; upon this preſent ſtare of rhings abroad; he firſt profefſerh ro 
have no Biaſs, either for or againſt France, and that his thoughts are wholly 
diredted by the Intereſt of his own Country ; he alloweth, and hath read 
rhat Spain uſerh the ſame Methods, when it was in irs height, as France doth 
now, and therefore 'tis not Parrialiry that moveth him, bur the juſt fear 
which all reaſonable Men mult be poſſels'd with, of an over-growing Power. 
Ambition is a devouring Beaſt, when it hath {wallowed one Prince, inſtead 
of be cloyed, it hath ſo much the greater Stomach ro another, and being fed, 
becomcrh ſtill rhe more hungry ; to thar for the Confederares ro expect a 
ſecuriry from any thing bur their own ftrength, is a moſt miſerable fallacy z 
and if they cannor refit the Incroachments of France by their Arms, ir is in 
vain for them ro dream of any other Means of Preſervation. Ir will have 
the berter grace, beſides the {aving ſo much Blood and Ruine, ro give all 
up at once ; make a Preſent of themſelves, r9 appeaſe this angry Stomach, 
| rather than be Whiſper'd, Flarter*'d, or Couzened out of their Liberties. 

Nothing is ſo ſoft as the firſt applications of a greater Prince, to engage a 
weaker, bur that pleakng Countenance is but a Vrzard, it is nor the true 
E Face, 
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Face, for as ſoon as their Turn is ſery'd, the Courtſhip flyeth to. ſome 
aher Prince or State, where the ſame part is to be acted, leaveth the old, 
niſtaken, Friend ro Neglect and Contempt, and like an infolegt Lover to 
4 Cait-of Miſtres, Reproacherth even with that Infamy, of which be him- 
{elf was the Author. Sweden, Bavaria, Palatine, &©c. may by their freſh 
Examples, reach other Princes whart thcy are reaſonably ro expect, and whar 
Snakes are hid under the Flowers the Crown of France 1o liberally throws 
upon them, whilit they can be uſeful. The various Methods, and deep 
Riddles, with the diftering Notes in ſeveral Countries, :do not only give 
tuſpicion, bur aſſurance that every thing is put in Practice,: by which the 
Univerſal Monarchy may. be obtained. Who can reconcile the withdraw- 
ing of his Troops from Luxemburgh, in conſideration of the War in Hur 
gary, which was nor then declar'd, and prefently after his encouraging the 
Turk to take Vienna, and conicquently ro deltroy the Empire 2 Or who can 
think that the Proſecution of the poor Proteſtants of France, will be ac- 
cepred of God, as an Artonement for hazarding the loſs of the whole Chri- 
ſtian Faith ? Can he be thought in earnelt, when he ſeem'd afraid of the 
Spaniards, and for that reaſon mult have Lyxemburgh ; and that he cannot 
be ſafe from Germany, unleſs he 1s in poſſetiion of Seraburgh 2 All Injuttice 
and Violence mult in it ſelf be grievous, bur the aggravarions of ſuppor- 
ting them by falſe Arguments, and inſulring Reaſons, hath ſomething in it 
yet more provoking, than the Injuries themſelves ; and the World hath 
ground cnough ro apprehend, from ſuch a Method of Arguing, that even 
their Senſes axe to be tubdu'd as well as their Liberties. 'Then the Variety 
of Arguments uſed by Fraxce in ſeveral Countries, is very obſervable.-) ln 
England and Denmark, nothing inftilld, bur the Greatneſs and Authority 
of the Crown ; on the other fide, the great Men in Poland are commended, 
who differ in Opinion with the Kmg, and they argue like Friends to the 
Priviledge of the Dyer, again{t the ſeparate Power of the Crown. In 
Sweden they are troubled that the King ſhould have chang'd lomethivg there 
of late, by his ſingle Authority, from the Ancicnt and fetled Authority and 
Conſtitutions. Ar Ratsbone, the Moſt Chriltian Majeſty taketh the [ iber- 
vies of all rhe Electors, and their Eſtates, into his immediare Protection , 
and tellcth them rhe Emperor is a dangerous Man, an aſpiring Hero, thar 
would infallibly devour them, it he were nor at hand to reſiſt him on their 
behalf. Bur above all, in Holand, he hath the moſt obliging tenderneſs for 
the Commen-wealth, and is in ſuch diſquiets, leſt it ſhould be invaded by 
the; Prince of Orange, that they can do no les in gratitude, than deſtroy 
themſelves when he biddeth them, to ſhew how ſenſible they are of his ex- 
ceflive good Nature. Yer in ſpight of all theſe Contradictions, there are in 
the World ſuch refin'd Szates-men, as will upon their Credit affirm the fol- 
lowing Paradoxes to be real truth. Firſt, that France alone is ſincere and 
keeperh its Faith, and conſequently that it is the only Friend we can rely 
upon ; the King of - France, of all Men living, hath the leaſt mind to be a 
Conquerour ; that he is a ſleepy, rame Creature, void of all Ambition, a 
poor kind of a Man, that hath no farther thoughts than quier ; that he 1s 
charm'd by his Friendſhip to us, that it is impoſſible he ſhould ever do us 
hurt, and therefore tho* Flanders were loſt, it would not in the leaſt concern 

us; 
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us ; rhat he would fain help the Crown of Eng/and to be abſglute, which 
would be to take pains to put it into a condition ro oppoſe him, as it 1s, and 
mutt be our Intereſt, as long as he continucth in*tuth an over-ballancing 
Power and Greatnels. 6 | 

Such a Creed as this once recciv'd, might prepare our belief for greater 
things, and as he that taught Men to eat a Dagger, began firit with a Pen- 
knife ; fo thar if we can be prevail'd with ro digett the tmaller Mittakes, we 
may at la{t make our Stomachs itrong enough for that of Tranlubitanriation. 
Our Trimmer cannot eafily be converted our of his Senſes by theſe Stare-So- 
phiſtries, and yet he hath no ſuch pieviſh Obſtinacy ro reject af Correſpon- 
dence with France, becaule we ought ro be apprehentive of the roo great 
Power of it ; he would not have the King's Friendihip to the Confederates 
extended ro the involving him in any unreaſonable or dangerous Engage- 
ments, neither would he have him lay afide the conſideration of his betrer 
| Eſtabliſhment ar home, and of his exceilive Zeal to ſerve his Allies abroad ; 
| bur ſure there might be a Mean berwecr: theſe two oppoſite Extreams, and 
| it may be will'd that our Friendſhip with France may be fo bounded, thar 
., it may conlilt with the humour as well as the intereſt of Eng/and. There is 
no Woman bur hath the fears of contracting roo near an intimacy with a 
much greater Beauty, becauſe it expvterh her too often ro a Compariſon 
that is not advantagious to her ; and ture ir may become a Prince to be as 
jealous of his Dignity, as a Lady can be of her good Looks, and to be as 
much our of Countenance, to be thought an humble Compariſon to ſo much 
a greater Power ; to be always ſeen in an ill lighr, ro be fo darkened by the 
| brightneſs of a greater Star, is ſomewhat mortifying ; and when Enzland 
mighr ride Admiral at the head of the Confederares, ro look like the Kirch- 
in-Yatch to the Grand Lous, is but a ſcurvy Figure for usto make in the 
Map of Chriſtendom. It would riſe upon our Trimmer's Stomach, if evet 
( which God forbid) the power of calling and intermirring Parliaments here, 
ſhould be transferred to the Crown of France, and that all the Opportunities 
of our own Sertlements-at home, ſhould give way to their Deſigns abroad ; 
and that our Intereſt ſhould be fo far facrific'd ro our Compliance, that all 
the Omniporence of France can never make us a full amends for ir.” In 
the mean time, he ſkrinketh at the diſmal proſpe&t he can by no means 
drive away from his thoughts, that when France kth gather'd all the fruit 
arifing from our miſtakes, and that we can bear no more with them, they 
will cur down the Tree and throw it into the Fire. All rhis while ſome ſu- 
perfine Stares-Men, to comfort us, would fain perſwade the World that 
this or that Accident may fave us, and for all that is or ought ro be dear ro 
| us, would have us rely wholly upon Chance, nor conſidering that Fortune is 
, W1iſdom's Creature, and thar God Almighry loveth to be on rhe wiſeft as 
well as the {trongeſt fide; therefore this is luch a miſerable ſhift,fuch'a ſhameful 
Evaſion, thar they would þe laughr to death for it, if the ruining Confequence 

| of chis Miſtake did nor moredilpol Men to rage, and a dereſtarion of jr. 
Our Trimmer is far from Idolatry in other things, in one thing only he 

_comerh near ir, his Country isin ſome degree his Tdot ;* he doth not We 
the Sun, becauſe 'ris nor peculiar ro us, it rambleth about rhe World, 'amt 
is les kind ro us than others ; bur i FIN thbugh perfiips 
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inferiour to that of many places abroad, to him there is Divinity in it, anC 
he would rather die, than ſee a peice of Engliſh Graſs trampled on by a 
foreign Trelpaſler ; he thinks there are a great many of his mind, for all 
Plants are apr to taſte of the Soil in which they grow and we that grow here, 
have a Root that producerh in us a Stalk of Engliſh Juice, which is not to 
be changed by grafting or foreign infuſion ; and I do not know whether a- 
ny thing leſs will prevail, than the Modern Experiment, by which the 
Bloud of one Creature is tranſmitted to another, according to which, before 
the French be let into our Bodics, every drop of our own muſt be drawn 
our of rhem. 

Our Trimmer cannot but lament, that by a Sacrifice too great for one 
Nation to make another, we ſhould be like a rich Mine, made uleleſs only 
for want of being wrought. and that the Life and Vigour which ſhould 
move us againſt our Enemies, ismilſerably apply'd to tear our own Bowels ; 
that being made by our Scituation, not only ſafer, bur if we pleaſe greater 
too, than Countries which far excecd us in extent; that having Courage 
by Nature, Learning by Induſtry, Riches by Trade, we ſhould corrupr all 
theſe Advantages fo as to make them inſignificant, and by a fataliry which 
ſeemerh peculiar to us, miſplace our active rage one againſt another, whilit 
we are turn'd into Statues on that ſide where lieth our greateſt danger ; ro 
be unconcern'd not only in our Neighbour's Ruin, but our own, and let our 
Iſland lie like a great Hulk in the Sea, without Rudder or Sail, all the Men 
caſt away in her, or as if we were all Children in a great Cradle,and rockt a- 
ſleep roa foreign Tune. 

I fay our Trimmer repreſenteth to his Mind, our Roſes blaſted and diſco- 

'd, whilſt the Lillies triumph and grow infolent. Upon which Compa- 
riſon, when he conſidereth our own flouriſhing Harveſt now withered and 
dying, and nothing left us bur a remembrance of a better part in Hiſtory, 
than we ſhall make in the next Age; which will be no more to us than an 
Eſcutcheon hung upon our Door when we are dead ; when he foreſceth from 
hence, growing Infamy from abroad, Confuſion at home, and all this with- 
our the pafſibility of a Cure, in reſpect of the voluntary Fertters good Men 
pur upon themſelves by their Allegiance, without'a good meaſure of preyent- 
zing Grace, he would be tempred to go out of the World like a Roman Phi- 
loſopher, rather than endure the burthen of Life under ſuch a diſcouraging 
Profbect: Bur Miſtakes, as all other things, have their periods, and many 
times the neareſt way to Cure, is not to oppoſe them, bur ſtay till they are 
cruſht with their own weight. For Nature will not let any thing continue 
long thar is violent; Violence is a Wound, and as a Wound muſt be Cure- 
able in a. little time, or elſe *ris Mortal 3 but a Nation cometh near to be 
Immorctal, therefore the Wound will one time or another be cured, though 

haps by ſuch wrong Methods, if roo long forborn, as may even make the 
bet Remedies we can prepare, to be at the fame time a Melancholy Con- 
templation tous, There is but one thing (God Almighty's Providence ex- 
cepted) to » a. Man from —— theſe affliting thoughts, and 


and that is- the hopes we draw fingly the King himfelf, without mix- 
ture of any other Gonfderation. a 
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Though the Nation was laviſh of their kindneſs to him at his firſt 
coming, yet there remainerh {till a Stock of Warmth in Men's Hearts for 
him. 

Beſides the good Influences of his happy Planer are nor yer all ſpent, and 
though the Stars of Men pat their Youth are generally declining, and have 
leſs Force, like the Eyes of decaying Beaurics, yer by a Blefſing peculiar to 
himſelf, we may yer hope to be fav'd by his Autumnal Fortune. He hath 
ſomething abour him that will draw down a healing Miracle for his and our 
Deliverance ; a Prince which ſeemeth firting for ſuch an offending Age, in 
which mens Crimeshave been fo general.that the nor forgiving his People, hath 
been the deſtroying of them ; whole gentlenefs gives him a natural Domini- 
on that hath no bounds, with ſuch a noble mixrure of Greatnels and Con- 
deſcention, an engaging Look, thar diſarmeth Men of their ill Humours, and 
their Reſentments, tumething in him that wanteth a Name, and can be no 
more defin'd than ir can be relitted ; a Gift of Heaven, of its laſt finithing, 
where it will be peculiarly kind ; the only Prince in the World that dares 
be familiar, or that hath right ro triumph over thole forms which were firit 
invented to give awe to thole who could nor judge, and to hide Defects from 
thoſe thar could ; a Prince thar hath exhauſted himſelf by his Liberality, 
and endanger'd himſelf by his Mercy ; who 9ut-ſhineth by his own Light 
and natural Virtues, all the varniſh of ftudied Acquiſitions : his Faults are 
like Shades to a good Pictnre, or like Allay ro Gold, ro make ir the 1aore 
uſeful, he may have ſome, bur for any man to ſee them through ſo many re- 
conciling Virtues, is a Sacrilegious piece of il! nature, of which nb generous 
Mind can be guilty ; a Prince that deſervertr to be lov'd for his own fake, 
even without the help of a Compariſon ; our Love, our Duty, and our Dan- 
ger, all joyn to cement our Obedience ro him ; in-ſhorr, whatever he caa 
do, it is no more poſſible for us. ro be angry with him. than witha Bank 
that ſecureth- us from the raging Sea, the kind Shade thar hiderh us from the 
ſcorching Sun; the welcome Hand thar reacheth us a Reprieve, or with the 
Guardian-Angel, that-reſcucth our Souls from rhe-devouring Jaws of wretch- 
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CONCLUSION. 


O conclude, our Trimmer is ſo fully fatsfy'd with the Truth of theſe 
Principles, by which he is directed, m reference to the Publick, rhar he 

will neither be palld and threatned, laughr, nor drunk our of them ; and 
initead of being converted by the Arguments of his Adverlaries to their Opi- 
nions, he is very much confirmed in his own by them 3 he protetleth folemn- 
ly, that were it in his power to chuſe, he would rather have his Ambition 
bounded by the Commands of a great and wiſe Maſter, rhan ler it range 
with a Popular Licente, though Crown'd with Succeſs; yer he cannor com- 
mir ſuch a fin againit the glorious thing call'd Libercy, nor ler his Soul itogp 
{o much below ir felf, as to be content, without repining,tto have his Reaſon 
wholly ſubdu'd, or the priviledge of acting like a ſenſible Creature, torn 
from him by the imperious Dictares of unlimitted Authority, in what hand 
ſoever it happens to be plac'd. Whar is there in this that is fo criminal, as to 
deſerve that Penalty of that moſt ſingular Apothegm, 4 Trimmer i worſe 
than a Rebel? Whar doangry men ail, to rail ſoagainit Moderation ? doth 
it not look as if they were going to ſome very ſcurvy Extream, that is too 
{trong rq be digeſted by the more confidering part of Mankind ? Theſe Ar- 
bitrary Methods, beſides the injultice of them, ( are God be thanked ) very 
unskilful roo, for they fright the Birds by talking fo loud from coming into 
the Nets that are laid for them ; and when men agree to ritle a Houfe, they 
ſeldom give warning,or blow a Trumpet ; bur there arc ſome ſmall Stares-men, 
whoare ſo full charg'd with their own Expectations, that they cannor contain, 
A kind Heaven ſending ſucha feafonable Curie upon their undertakings, 
hath made their Ignorance an Antidote againlt their Malice ; tome of thete 
cannot treat peaceably, yielding will nor faristie them, they will have Men 
by ſtorm ; there are others that muſt have Plots, ro make their Service 
more neceſlary, and have an Intereſt ro keep them alive, fince they are to 
live upon them ; theſe Men will perſwade the King to retrench his own 
Greatneſs, { as to ſhrink into the head of a Party, which is the berraying 
him into ſuch an Unprincely miſtake, and to ſuch a wilful diminution of him- 
ſelf, that they are the laſt Enemies he ought to allow himſelf to forgive ; ſuch 
men if they could, would prevail with the Sun to ſhine only upon them and 
their Friends, and to leave all the reſt of the World in the dark ; this is a ve- 
ry unuſual Monopoly, and may come within the Equiry of the Law, which 
maketh ir Treaſon to impriſon the King, when ſuch unfirting bounds are pur 
to his Favour, and confin'd to the narrow limits of a particular fer of Men, 
that would incloſe him. Theſe Honeſt and only Loyal Gentlemen, if they 
may be allow'd ro bear Witneſs for themſelves, make a King their Engine, 
and degrade him into a property at the very time that their Flattery would 
make him believe they paid down Worſhip ro him ; beſides thele, there 
is a flying Squadron on both fides,thar are afraid the World will agree, ſmall 
Dablers in Conjuring, that raiſe Apparitions tro keep Men from being recon- 


cil'd, like Whaſps that fly up and down, buz and ſting to keep Men —_ 
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Bur theſe Inſects are commonly ſhorr-liv'd Creatures, and no doubt in a lir- 
tle rime Mankind will be rid of them ; rhey were Gyants ar leaſt who foughe 
once againſt Heaven, but for ſuch Pigmies as theſe ro contend againſt it, is 
ſuch a provoking Folly, that the infolent Bunglers ought ro be laught and 
hift our of the World for it. They ſhould conſider there is a Soul in that 
great Body of the People, which may#for a time be droufie and unactive, 
but when the Leviathan is rouz'd, ir moveth like an angry Monſter, and 
will neither be convinc'd nor refitted;the People can never agree to ſhew their 
united Powers, till they are extreamly tempred and provoked to it, fo that 
to apply Cupping; glaſſes ro a great Beait dilpos'd ro ileep, and to force thar 
ſame thing whether it will or no to be Valiant, mult be learnt our of ſome 
other Book than Machiavil, who would never have preſcrib'd tuch a prepo- 
fterous Method. Ir is to be remembred, thar if Princes have Law and Au- 
thority on their ſides, the People on theirs may have Nature, which is a for- 
midable Adyerſary 3 Duty, Jultice, Religion, nay, even Humane Prudence 
roo biddeth the People utter any thing, rather than reliſt ; bur uncorrected 
Nature, where e're it feeleth the ſmart, will come to the neareſt Remedy, 
Mens Pafſions in this caſe are to be conſider'd as much as their Duty, ler i: 
be never fo {trongly.enforc'd ; for if their Pafſions are provok'd, they being 
ſo much a part of us as our Limbs, they lead Men into a ſhort way of Ar- 
guing, that admirreth no diltinction, and from the foundation of Self-de- 
tence, they will draw Inferences, that will have inſeparable effects upon the 
quier of a Government. 

Our Trimmer therefore dreadcth a general diſcontent, becauſe he thinks 
it differs from a Rebellion, only as a Sporred Fever does from the Plague, 
the ſame Species under a lower degree of Malignity, it worketh ſeveral 
ways, ſometimes like a flow Poyſon that hath irs Effects a great diſtance 
from the time ir is given, ſometimes like dry Flax prepared to catch at the 
firſt Fire, or like Seed in the Ground ready to ſprout upon the firſt ſhower ; 
in every ſhape 'ris fatal, and our Trimmer thinketh no pains or precaution 
can be fo great as to prevent 1t. | 

In ſhorr, he thinketh himſelf in the right, grounding his Opinion upon the 
Truth, which equally hateth to be under the Opprefſions of wrangling So- 
phiſtry of the one hand, or the ſhort Dictares of miltaken Authoriry on the 
o:her. 

Our Trimmer adoreth the Goddeſs Truth, tho! in all Ages ſhe hath been 
ſcurvily uſed, as well as thoſe that worſhipped her ; *ris of late become ſuch 
a cozening Verrue, that Mankind ſeems ro be agreed to ſhun and avoid ut ; 
yet the want of practice which repealeth the other Laws, hath no influence 
upon the Law of Truth, becaule it hath root.in Heaven, and an intrinſick 
value in it ſelf, that can never be impaired. She ſheweth her- greatnels in 
this, that her Enemies when they are ſuccelsfal, are aſham'd to own it-; no- 
thing bur Power full of Truth hath the Prerogative of Triumphing, nor only 
after Victories, bur in ſpight of them, and ro pur Conquelt her (elf our of 
countenance ; ſhe may be kept under and fupprett, but her Dignity {till re- 
maineth with her, ever when ſhe is.in Chains, Falſhood with all her Im- 
pudence, harh not enough ro fpeak ill of her before her face, ſuch Majeſty 


ſhe carrieth abour ber, that her molt proſperous Enemies are fain ro —_—_— 
ir 
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their Treaſon; all the Power upon Earth can never extinguifh her, ſhe hath 
lived in all Ages ; and ler the miitaken Zeal of prevailing Authority, Chri- 
{ten any oppolition to it, with whar Name they pleaſe, ſhe makes it not only 
an ungly and unmannerly, but a danderous thing to perlift. She hath lived 
very retired indeed, nay, ſometime fo buried, that only ſome few of the 
diſcerning part of Mankind could have a glimpſe of her ; with all that ſhe 
hath Ereraity in her, ſhe knows nor how to dye, and from the darkeſt Clouds 
thar ſhade and cover her, ſhe breaketh from rime to time with Triumph for 
her Friends, and Terror for her Enemies. 

Our Trimmer therefore inſpired by this Divine Verne, thinks fir ro con-4 
clude wirh theſe Aﬀerrions, That our Climate is a Trimmer, between that 
part of the World where men are Roaſted, and the other where they are 
Frozen ; Thar our Church is a Trimmer, between a Phrenzy of Platonick 
Viſions, and the Lerhargick Ignorance of Popiſþ Dreams ; That our Laws 
are Trimmers, berween the Excels of unbounded Power, and the Extrava- 
gance of Lrberty not enough reſtrained ; Thar true Vertue hath ever becn 
rhought a Trimmer, and to have irs dwelling in the middle between the rwo 
Exrreams ; Thar even God Almighty is divided berween his rwo great At- 
tribures, his Mercy and his Juſtice. 

In fuch Company, our Trimmer is not aſham'd of his Name, and wil- 
lingly leaverh ro the bold Champions of either Extream, the Honour of 
contending with no leſs Adverſaries, than Nature, Religion, Liberty, Pru- 
dence, Humanity, and Common Senſe. 
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